
Friday, Sept. 2, 2016 Page 15FEATURES

Bee Club abuzz with attendance 
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Environmental aware-
ness has been on the 
rise within our com-

munity. Starting with outdoor 
activities and classes, the cause 
has wiggled its way into FC and 
has begun to leave a lasting im-
pact on the environment. 

One current way students are 
getting involved  is through the 
introduction of  the Bee Club.

“The club needs to be taken 
seriously. Bee species are going 
extinct,” said sophomore Brook 
Pearce. “The more people that 
are aware, the more they can 
make a difference.”

English teacher and Bee Club 
sponsor Karen Mayer-Sebastian 
followed up Pearce’s statement 
by adding that in 2014-15 alone, 
nearly 50 percent of  the bees 
within Indiana had disappeared 
from the fi elds. 

“Scientists don’t know why 
they’re disappearing, but it’s 
most likely pesticides on crops.”

The Bee Club, led by sen-
ior Carli King and senior Abby 
Beard, meets in  Room C104 
after school every Thursday to 
discuss future activities and what 
they may do to improve the en-
vironment. So far, they have 
considered visiting a bee farm.

“We’re going to try to plan a 

fi eld trip to Kelly’s Bee Supply. 
They have a lot of  hives on loca-
tion. They build them and then 
you can buy them. They have 
a lot of  honey extractors and 
things like that, but they also do 
classes, so I’m hoping 
we can get them to do a 
class for our kids,” said 
Mayer-Sebastian. 

In addition to after- 
school programs such 
as Bee Club, FC has 
also begun to focus on 
the environment when 
school is in session. 
Classes such as AP 
environmental science 
(APES), taught by  
Randy Hein, are now 
available to students.

“It is encouraging to see 
growth in student interest 
regarding environmental issues. 
Enrolment in APES increased 
from 15 to 55 students.  There 
are so many environmentally-
based career options for students 
today,” said Hein.

Due to environmental pit-
falls of  the past and a need for 
knowledge, many students of  
this generation are more aware 
of  environmental issues. 

“I do think that this 
generation is becoming aware 
of  what my generation and the 
generation before me has done 
to destroy the environment, and 
so there’s this idea of  wanting 
to fi x all of  that,” said Mayer-

Sebastian. 
Principal Rob Willman 

agreed with Mayer-Sebastian. 
“It’s better than it used to 

be when it comes to awareness. 
I think people are very mindful 

of  this, especially kids, which 
you didn’t really have in my gen-
eration. There is much in the 
news when it comes to that, also. 
So I think they’re very well in-
formed,” said Willman. 

Students that are knowledge-
able about the environment tend 
to have a higher ambition to get 
involved and fi x issues they learn 
about in class. 

 “We need to take care of  the 
Earth and not pretend like we’re 
the only species on it, because 
the other species make Earth 
such a better place to live in,” 
said junior Rachel Cain.

The future for the environ-
ment appears bleak without the 
help of  people that care about 
the environment. 

“The environment is often 
not the fi rst concern when staff-
ing and budgets are examined,” 
said Hein.

Biology teacher Amy Shaffer 
agreed with Hein.

There’s a lot that we 
could be doing better. 
We need to have recy-
cling centers, and were 
told that recycling hap-
pens, but I think it could 
happen on a grander 
scale if  we had recy-
cling centers around the 
school.” said Shaffer.

Sustainability of  the 
environment can be 
threatened if  too much 
of  a resource is used up 

before it can be replaced. In re-
cent studies, fi ve Earths would 
be needed to appropriately sup-
port all of  the needs of  humans 
if  we continue our ways.

Students in clubs such as the 
Bee Club, SASS (Students for 
the Advancement in Science 
Society) Club, Interact Club and 
those enrolled in environmental 
science are moving in the right 
direction.

One overall suggestion of  
saving the Earth is to take care 
of  it,  since we only have one.

“Since the environment pro-
vides all of  our ecosystem ser-
vices such as usable air, water 
and land, everything we do is 
infl uenced by the world in which 
we live,” said Hein.

To read a profi le on Bee Club sponsor Karen Mayer-Sebastian, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com next week.

We need to take care of 
the Earth and not pretend 
like we’re the only species on 
it, because the other species 
make Earth such a bett er 
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