
Immunizations: requirement or decision?    
Vaccinations create diffi  cult decisions along with questions among parents as to if they are helpful or hazardous

To vote on which side you agree with, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com and participate in the poll.

Requirement
Emma Anderson

Decision
Amber Bartley 

As the rates of  autism rise, 
the speculation of  the safety of  
vaccines sky-rocket as well. For 
decades we have associated the 
words safe and protecting when 
we hear the word “vaccination,” 
but in the past couple of  years 
the words “poison” and “toxic” 
have now been thrown into the 
mix. 

The main reason as to 
why many parents opt out 
of  vaccinating their children 
was brought up in 2010 when 
people start to believe that 
there was a link between autism 
and vaccines. British scientist 
Andrew Wakefi eld wrote a paper 
outlining the link of  vaccinations 
to autism. Though this paper was 
later found fl awed, most parents 
still believe that these vaccines 
had caused their child’s autism.

Throughout these past years 
parents concerns of  the safety of  vaccines has risen, though there has been numerous 
fi ndings that prove that vaccines cause no harm. Still, parents want to “protect” their 
children. According to the  National Center of  Biotechnology Information (NCBI), 
1 of  5 children has not been vaccinated. 

Vaccines are in every way safe. Doctors and scientists put them through a long 
testing process to ensure their safety. According to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, the FDA reviews the “lots” or batches of  vaccines for safety before 
ever being released. 

Without immunization we would be living in an era in which a disease like measles  
that were still killing off  a large portion of  our population. As a product of  the 
measles vaccination, 13.8 deaths have been averted from 2000.        

Reasons why we put such stress on children getting vaccines is because they 
protect us from such diseases that cause havoc in our world. I personally think that 
it’s negligent for parents to not get their children vaccinated. You are allowing them 
and other children to be vulnerable to hazardous diseases because of  their own 
personal beliefs. Vaccines were created to protect us, and that is exactly what they do.

 Although I am currently 
up to date on vaccinations, 
it is very easy to see how 
some people decide against 
it. There are many downsides 
to something that is typically 
pushed upon the general public’s 
as being universally benefi cial. 
For instance, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), every vaccine 
can have side effects. These side 
effects can range from mild 
pain to a fever to fainting. Any 
vaccine can also cause an allergic 
reaction. 

There is a long list of  vaccines 
children are required to get that 
may cause more harm than good. 
In any case, the government 
should not be involved in the 
personal decisions of  parents 
and the child’s doctor. 

Some parents do not believe 
in vaccinating their kids, and they should not have to go through extra hassle and 
time due to their personal beliefs. Every person should have a choice on vaccinating 
their child, even if  it means getting sick down the road.

Natural immunity is always better than live or weakened viruses. According to the 
Mayo Clinic, natural infections may lead to better immunity. 

There are some vaccines that are not worth the time or money due to the fact 
that the diseases they treat are no longer prevalent in the United States. For example, 
according to the CDC, Polio has been eradicated from the United States since 1979. 
Polio is a crippling disease that takes a toll on the person affected. However, Polio is 
no longer a threat to a child or adult like it was in the 1950s. Unless travel is involved 
to one of  the few countries that still have Polio, vaccinations are just a waste of  time. 

I am not suggesting that vaccines are not effective, or that doctors should stop 
recommending that kids should be vaccinated. I believe they do work, but I know 
that they are the not the best option for everyone. A parent might not want to put 
their child through a large number of  shots in the fi rst few years of  their lives. It 
should be up to the parents and doctor to decide if  the kid should be vaccinated. 

NAFC school corporation and
government immunization standards 

28 states have not 
met government 

standards 

48 states 
allow religious 

exemptions

57 percent say they 
have concerns 
about autism 

  3-5 Years Old 

  2 boosters 
and 1 vaccine

  2 additional 
vaccines

  1 additional 
vaccine 

  K-5th Grade   6-11th Grade   12th Grade 
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  5 vaccines 

Source: INSDH and CNN.com


