
Girls’ soccer aims to score sectional title

SENIOR GRACIE FITZGERALD  runs aft er the ball at the girls’ soccer game 
against Mercy Academy on Aug. 25. Fitzgerald scored on the play, 
contributing to the 6-0 win. The team plays again tonight at Bloomington 
North High School to compete for the Hoosier Cup. 
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With the wind blowing 
through her hair, senior Gracie 
Fitzgerald runs down the fi eld 
about to kick the ball. Soon 
after she scores a goal.

The girls’ soccer team looks 
to improve upon their 2015 
season this year with a victory at 
sectionals.

“We expect a fair amount of  
success. We’ve got some talent, 
we’ve worked really hard in the 
offseason and we are jazzed 
about the rest of  the schedule,” 
said soccer coach Lewis Stevens.

All of  the players have their 
own expectations for the team 
and hope to build a strong foun-
dation for future teams. 

“I think our primary goal 
his season is to have great 
team chemistry and solid 
movement on and off  the ball, 
especially while building attacks 
and in general being more 
understanding of  each other 
when we are on the fi eld,” said 
senior Samanta Garcia.

The team believes they have 
a strong mix of  individual skill 

and team chemistry that will 
help them achieve their goals 
this season. 

“Most of  the team plays 
club soccer outside of  high 
school, so by playing year round 
we are confi dent in our skills. 
Our chemistry on and off  the 
fi eld is a strength as well,” said 
sophomore Cheyenne Brown.

Fitzgerald said players 
have worked hard and played 
together for a long time, so 
they can now work together 
effectively as a team.

“I was captain last year so I 
know everyone’s playing style 
and they know mine. We have 
pretty much accommodated 
to each other. They listened 
and trusted me then and they 
do now, at least I hope,” said 
Fitzgerald.

Every offseason the team 
works to improve their weak-
nesses in order to reach their 
full potential and achieve their 
goals for the upcoming year. 

“We are working very hard 
toward being a fi t, skilled, and 
smart team that can adjust as a 
game is being played. Soccer is 
a player’s game; coaches can’t 
call timeouts so it is essential 

that the players can recognize 
patterns of  play on their own 
and implement them in play,” 
said Stevens.

Team members know what 
they need to work on to have a 
better chance to win sectionals.

“I would say a weakness 
of  ours is fi nding the right 
formation for our team and 
seeing how we play effectively,” 
said Garcia.

Seniors on the team plan to 
be leaders and bring a positive 
infl uence to the team 

“As a senior I hope to lead 
by example and encourage my 
teammates to work hard and 
push them to do their very 
best,” said senior Emma Pap-
pas.

They also want to leave the 
team in a stronger place so the 
soccer team can have a strong 
core after they leave.

“My goal is to leave the team 
better than it was before. I want 
the to really enjoy high school 
soccer rather than dreading it 
because it happens so fast,” 
said Fitzgerald. “I want to help 
them become more of  a team 
than just a bunch of  individual 
players on the fi eld.”

With strong senior leadership, Highlanders look to improve on winning ways through effective team chemistry
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