
A Wonderful Life rings in holiday joys 
Peter Hyle
A&E Reporter

To kick off the holidays on 
a bright note, Derby Din-
ner Playhouse hosts either 

a breakfast or  dinner and a show. 
Each year they choose a different 
holiday themed play, such as White 
Christmas and The Most Famous 
Reindeer of All in previous years. My 
family has gone to their Thanksgiv-
ing show for the past twelve years, 
which makes it a pretty strong tradi-
tion. Watching these shows since I 
was a kid, I have never enjoyed one 
of them more than this year’s.

Based on the classic fi lm, It’s A 
Wonderful Life it  is a story that most 
people know by heart. George Bailey 
(played by Edward Miskie) is a man 
on the verge of suicide when he is 
shown by an angel named Clarence 
(Cary Wiger) what it would be like 
if he had never been born. It is a 
real feel-good story, which makes 
its irresistible. Derby Dinner gave 
their own spin to the show, giving a 
little more backstory than the origi-
nal movie. The majority of the play 
focused on the events leading up to 
the encounter with Clarence, which 
I thought helped better understand 
the story itself. 

For the most part, I am a huge 
fan of the story. It’s clever, entertain-
ing, and classic. However Bailey’s 
little brother Harry (Matthew Bren-

nan) always makes me really mad. 
After Bailey sent him off to college 
for four years, he returns the favor 
by completely abandoning the fam-
ily business. That aspect of the story 
always irks me because he is com-
pletely ungrateful. 

The acting, as usual, is pleasant 
and enjoyable. None of the actors 
make you cringe with their perform-
ances, but none of them really blow 
you away either. The main charac-
ters, Bailey and his wife Mary Hatch 
(Sara King), worked very well togeth-
er. The most enjoyable scenes were 
the ones where it was just the two of 
them, partially because they did not 
involve any music numbers. 

By now, I know that plays at Der-
by Dinner Playhouse involve a lot of 
singing and dancing. Do not get me 
wrong, their singing and dancing is 
always spot-on and easy to watch. 

Regardless, I like plays with more 
acting rather than singing, but that 
is hard to fi nd. Derby Dinner always 
manages to keep me interested in 
what is going on in front of me. 

My only problem with the play, 
however, is how little time they give 
to the “never been born” part of the 
story line. In the movie, it really hits 
you when you see life without Bailey. 
Whenever I think about the movie, 
all I think about is that last half hour. 
The play would have greatly benefi t-
ted from a few more scenes where 
Bailey did not exist. Instead, they 
have a quick scene where he runs 
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Performance Rating:into his uncle and his wife (where 
neither of them recognize him) and 
then everyone jumps into a music 
number. Overall, the play managed 
to live up to the fi lm, although the 
climax was not nearly as exciting. 
That said, it is diffi cult to beat a mov-
ie like It’s A Wonderful Life. 

Every year I attend, I always take 
note at how well they utilize the 
small stag they have. It is basically 
just a big square in the center of the 
room, and they have to transform 
that space into dozens of different 
scenes. They use a minimal amount 
of props to tell you everything you 
need to know, and none of it is un-
necessary or overdone.  

Along with their performance, 
Derby Dinner also runs as a very 
nice restaurant. They have a buffet, 
waiters that refi ll your coffee, and 
an all-around nice atmosphere. It is 
always decorated for holidays, and 
each year they have a pre-show of ac-
tors and actresses singing Christmas 
carols. Derby Dinner Playhouse’s A 
Wonderful Life is perfect for the holi-
day season.
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