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Life. A word with many mean-
ings that states the existence of a 
being and their characteristics. It is 
defi ned by what we are made of that 
is within us and  what we are infl u-
enced that is around us. It is hard 
to explain though people have been 
trying to interpret where life starts, 
what life does, and where it ends.

Yes, we know the biological 
term. We even took health class for 
a whole semester learning about life 
and studied the physical, mental, 
and social well-being of the individ-
ual. But life is so 
much more than 
that. It is not 
just biological, 
there is a more 
s u p e r n a t u r a l 
meaning to it.

We were not 
just born out of 
the blue. We are  meant to be where 
we are for a reason, and even when 
we do not know what that reason 
is, we still have a life. I believe each 
person is where they are to serve a 
purpose. I do not know my purpose 
yet, but I know I am supposed to be 
where I am. Those around me infl u-
ence me, just as I infl uence those 
around me. However, I did not learn 
this from my experience, but from 
someone who had affected my life 
and my family, my great-grandmoth-
er.

One side of my family is not the 
typical, sociable family, except for a 
few members. My grandparents are 
divorced and on my grandfather’s 
side, my great-grandfather is not 
in great shape, especially after my 
great-grandmother’s death. On my 
grandmother’s side, no one really 
communicated except through one 
person, my great-grandmother.

Everyone loved her. We would 
go to her house for Thanksgiving 
and Christmas and visit her through-

out the year. She never wanted any-
thing from anyone, but loved to give 
everyone something. She was the 
nicest, most caring and loving eld-
erly woman I knew.

Then this year in March, she died 
due to old age and illness. She was 
wonderful and brought the family 
together. Grandma was strong and 
no one or no thing stood in her way. 
She impacted my life by showing me 
generosity, happiness and thankful-
ness. She showed how to be strong 
in the good times and the bad. Even 
after grandma died, she impacted 
my life and my family.

Everyone who knew her came to 
the funeral. Even people who were 
long gone from the family, that no 

one thought 
would show 
up, came. But 
they knew that 
a great lady has 
passed on.

The family 
relied on her a 
great deal to 

come together, to be a family with-
out arguing. Now, I do not know 
how strong the family will stay con-
nected. That was her purpose: to be 
that bridge in the gaps of the family 
that made everyone come together. 
She did not change the world or be-
come big and popular. She affected 
her family and friends and those 
around her. 

The thing is, sometimes we do 
not mind our surroundings. We look 
at what we want to do, not at what 
we are doing. We want to make 
change and infl uence the world, 
not realizing we are already mak-
ing changes and infl uencing those 
around us. Even when we think we 
are nothing and do not make a dif-
ference, that we are just living and 
fi lling up space, we are really doing 
so much more than that.

I see it like an equation, where 
everyone is a part of it. If you take 
one person out, the equation will be 
shifted.  I never really thought that it 
mattered that I was not there all the 

time, that no one really noticed me. 
But I noticed when others were out 
of the equation. I realize how much 
everyone matters. We all play a small 
part in this big world, and it is a part 
that matters. Imagine the world was 
a building and everyone was a steel 
beam; take one out and it may stay 
standing, but it has a greater chance 
of not collapsing when everyone is 
doing his or her part.

If that it hard to understand, look 
at it this way: think about a piece 
such as this one. Take out one letter 
from a word, for instance “worm.” 
Take out the “o” and it becomes 
“wrm.” What I am trying to say may 
be understandable, but it would be 

much easier to understand with the 
“o” than without it. 

I know that it can be hard to see 
that every person matters, but it is 
the truth.  No matter how many 
times we say, “The world would be 
better off without me,” truthfully 
the world would not be better. We 
all have gifts inside us that make us 
unique, and that is what adds to the 
world’s creativity.

As the American comedian, fi lm 
actor, and  producer Danny Tho-
mas once said, “All of us are born 
for a reason, but [not] all of us... 
discover why. Success in life has 
nothing to do with what you gain 
in life or accomplish for yourself. It’s 

what you do for others.”  No one has 
to make a big infl uence that chang-
es the world. A person only has to 
make an infl uence on the people 
around them 

We might not change the world, 
but we will change those around us, 
just like my great-grandmother, who 
was the bond in my family. Everyone 
is something important in their own 
way, whether it is the president, the 
school  principal, the team captain, 
or a team player. We all add to this 
world, and we are more than just 
a single number in a big sum. We  
have to look past that number and 
see the greater value in life in all of 
us.
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