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ache, but there’s no way for me 
to really tell. You can tell when there 
are students who come every other 
day with a headache, but we don’t 
get many of those,” said King.

Prifogle said that while some 
students may do skip rarely, the real 
problem is with those who do so of-
ten.

“It’s the same people who con-
stantly do that. It’s very rare for a kid 
to only do that once and never do it 
again. Not that that’s okay, but the 
problem is people that chronically 
go,” she said.

Barnett said that there might not 
be an easy answer to the problem, 
but that the needs of those who are 
legitimately sick are far more im-
portant than stopping the few who 
misuse it.

“I’m not sure there is much that 
can be done to differentiate those 
who are sick with those who are fak-
ing it. It’s a shame that people abuse 
it, but those who need it outweigh 
those who don’t,” said Barnett.

Prifogle agreed, and said that she 

does the best she can to control the 
exploitation while still maintaining a 
healthy environment for those who 
are sick.

“Usually if it is a situation where 
I don’t think the student is telling the 
truth, I will walk with them down 
to the health offi ce and talk to the 
nurse with them, but that is usually 
not the case,” said Prifogle. “There’s 
a few students who abuse the health 
offi ce privilege constantly, but other 
than that, students very rarely do.” 

Wolfe said she found a way 
to prevent the abuse of students’ 
freedoms. She explained that she 
avoids having the same student skip-
ping class often by giving students 
four tickets to use as hall passes per 
grading period. 

“Once those tickets are gone, 
they’re done. For the health offi ce, 
though, sometimes that comes by 
the judgment of the health offi ce 
workers, because it would bother me 
to tell a student they can’t go to the 
health offi ce when it’s a real problem 
and they’re actually sick,” said Wolfe. 

Wolfe  said the health offi ce keeps 
teachers aware of frequent visitors to 
avoid attendance problems. 

“There are some students who 
go too often, but a lot of times, the 
health offi ce will talk to the teachers 
about it.”

Cecil said he believes there are 

other issues more important than 
health offi ce and pass abuse, such as 
the usage of cell phones during class.

“That creates a greater disrup-
tion than pass abuse. Because some 
teachers don’t enforce the policy, 
that creates more issues for the 
teachers who try and follow the poli-

cies of the school,” said Cecil.
Despite the alleged diffi culties 

with students misusing the health of-
fi ce, King said students’ health is the 
most important thing.

“Everyone is welcome to come in 
and lie down, and we’ll fi gure it out 
from there,” said King.

Haley Palmer /The Bagpiper
JUNIOR ANNIE SUNG takes a trip to the health offi  ce to get her temperature checked by health aide Earlene King. 
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Students that have visited the health offi  ce in the 2014-15 school year
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Source: health aide Earlene King


