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Students, staff  discuss health offi  ce privileges

Haley Palmer
News Reporter

Health aide Earlene King 
checks her watch and 
then turns around to 

face the beds. King scribbles the time 
down in her book as a student leaves. 
“Have a good day,” she brightly calls 
out while the door swishes shut.

Of the 30 - 35 students who visit 
the health offi ce per day, fi ve or six 
are distributed medicine, and the 
amount sent home sick varies drasti-
cally between four to fi ve, or 16 to 
17 students. 

However, King said that she rare-
ly has problems with students faking 
illnesses to miss class.

“Most do not. I think Floyd Cen-
tral has some very good students; 

they stay in class. I have very few 
students who come on a regular 
basis. I think this school does really 
well with attendance, and students 
being where they need to be,” said 
King.

She explained why she has little 
worry about students taking advan-
tage of the time they spend in the 
health offi ce. 

 “I don’t worry about that be-
cause we set a time limit. They’re 
not going to be able to abuse very 
long because they’re either going 
to go back to class, or I’m going to 
be calling a parent. So I don’t worry 
about trying to believe them or not 
believe them,” said King.

She explained the most common 
complaints by students are head-
aches, stomach aches, and conges-

tion.
“Students don’t get enough rest 

and come without eating breakfast, 
but we really do have some kids who 
get migraines,” said King. “I keep stu-
dents around 30 minutes for the 
most part, and they make the deci-
sion of getting back to class, or going 
home. I try to not keep people much 
longer than a 30-minute time peri-
od, to keep the kids moving. I don’t 
let kids just hang out here and stay, 
and I think they know that.”

Senior Nick Barnett said he 
knows people who have gone to the 
health offi ce for illegitimate reasons, 
but he believes most students respect 
their privileges.

“A few times I’ve witnessed 
people leaving class because they 
weren’t prepared for a quiz or test. 

I don’t see it very often, but I’m sure 
it happens fairly often,” said Barnett. 
“There are certainly a few people 
who abuse the health offi ce, but the 
people who need it largely outnum-
ber those who abuse it.”

English teacher Leigh Prifogle 
also noticed students trying to avoid 
class by visiting the health offi ce. 

“Usually, I don’t think the stu-
dents are trying to fake being sick, 
but there are those students that go 
constantly. That’s what  I see more 
of with the health offi ce privilege 
abuse; they don’t feel like doing any-
thing so they go to the health offi ce,” 
said Prifogle. 

Math teacher Roxanne Wolfe 
said there are multiple reasons that 
students skip class, but not all are 
academically based.

“Students usually skip class or 
abuse their privileges because they 
want to avoid algebra, or just avoid a 
class in general. Sometimes though, 
it’s things outside of academics that 
students are trying to avoid. They’re 
trying to avoid something or they’re 
trying to get special attention from 
the health offi ce,” said Wolfe.

Math teacher Rusty Cecil said 
some teachers need to take account-
ability as well.

“Students know who is going to 
let them abuse a privilege and who 
won’t allow them to,” said Cecil.

King said that there are not really 
any signs pointing to a fake sickness 
and it is mostly speculation, except 
in certain obvious cases.

“It’s hard to tell because they can 
come in and say they have a head
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