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Students wearing coats or 
fanning themselves and 
constantly complaining 

about the temperature of the build-
ing are common occurrences  here at 
FC. Building temperature continual-
ly fl uctuates, leaving many students 
feeling uncomfortable.

“The temperature is important 
because it can be distracting and un-
comfortable if a room is extremely 
hot or cold,” said junior Logan Gil-
land.

As the seasons change, the tem-
perature throughout the building 
does as well.

“Spring and fall are the most 
troublesome times for us. The tem-
peratures fl uctuate more those times 
than winter or summer,” said plant 
supervisor Randy Snelling.

What most students and even 
some faculty do not realize, how-

ever, is that the main heating and 
cooling system is monitored down-
town, leaving little management in 
the hands of faculty and staff.

“The Building Automation 
System [BAS] is located at FC and 
controls the temperature. It is pro-
grammed, monitored and repaired 
by facilities offi ce staff,” said director 
of facilities Bill Wiseheart.

The BAS allows the temperature 
of each room to be controlled, but 
only by a few degrees.

“Temperature variation from 
classroom to classroom are normal 
as we give teachers a range in which 
they can adjust their classroom tem-
peratures. Typically the BAS is pro-
grammed to allow a range between 
70 and 74 degrees Fahrenheit. A stu-
dent could possibly see a four-degree 
difference moving from one class-
room to another,” said Wiseheart.

Although a four-degree differ-
ence may not seem signifi cant, Gil-
land said it affects his day.

“It affects my day because when 
I wear warm clothes to school it is 
due to the cold air outside. Then dur-
ing school the rooms are extremely 
hot and it can be distracting,” said 
Gilland.

He is not the only one feeling the 
extreme changes. Health and physi-
cal education teacher Juli Hutson had 
a big problem earlier this semester.

“It was so cold I wrapped a blan-
ket around me. But when I called 
the plant supervisor, Mr. Snelling, 
he called it in and the temp was ad-
justed; however, then it became a lit-
tle too warm,” said Hutson.

A simple solution is to adjust 
the thermostat located on the wall 
of each classroom throughout the 
building, but Wiseheart points out 
that comfortability is different with 
each person.

“A number of factors infl uence 
comfort such as relative humidity, 
air movement and radiant heat gain 
or loss. If we locked set point for 

all spaces at 72 degrees you would 
likely feel cold in an exterior class-
room if it were cold outside due to 
radiant heat losses. While in an in-
terior classroom you might feel too 
warm. In addition there is no one 
temperature that will make everyone 
feel comfortable. Each of us have dif-
ferent metabolic rates and tolerances 
to heat and cold,” said Wiseheart.

Although everyone is sensitive 
to different temperatures, junior Jill 
Grantz would like to see a change 
in the range of thermostat tempera-
tures to help more people feel com-
fortable.

“I would make the thermostats 
work better. I have heard that they 
only change the temperatures two-
four degrees, but it doesn’t always 
seem like it,” said Grantz.

Grantz is not the only person 
who feels the thermostat has little 
effect. Hutson had to regulate the 
warmth by opening the door.

“I think adjusting the tempera-

ture is a balancing act. Too cold and 
it is distracting, but too warm and 
we all (including me) want to take a 
nap,” said Hutson.

Freshman Maria Cora offers a  
possible explanation for why stu-
dents might feel uncomfortable.

“Being in less-than-optimal tem-
peratures causes the body to expand 
more energy to maintain a stable 
internal temperature, which is also 
known as homeostasis. This would 
explain why people in general are 
uncomfortable in excessively warm 
or cold conditions,” said Cora.

Aside from numerous com-
plaints, Wiseheart does frequent 
checks to make sure everything is 
working properly.

“We did check to see if FC had 
any reported malfunctions and 
found none. We also checked class-
rooms to see if the BAS was keep-
ing temperatures at set point and 
also found it working properly,” said 
Wiseheart.

Fluctuating temperatures distress students

Students express their opinion of the coldest/hottest classroom via Twitter
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In your opinion, who has the 
coldest or hottest room at FC?


