
Homeless individuals 
are frequently spotted 
around the community. 

Whether they have a sign held up 
pleading for money or a dirty face 
with ragged clothes, these people 
never go unnoticed. 

December is traditionally the 
month dedicated to giving. The 
Salvation Army bell ringers are 
stationed at practically every grocery 
store with bright red buckets fi lled 
with loose change, Miles for Merry 
Miracles volunteers are seen hosting 
marathons and shopping sprees to 
help the youth in need, and people 
are more than willing to volunteer 
at a local food shelters. These acts 
of kindness increase during the 
holidays due to the harshness of 
winter weather and hope emitted by 
the holiday cheer.

Luckily, New Albany has 
blossomed with a variety of ways 
for homeless people to improve 
their living conditions during the 
holidays. Multiple shelters are 
stationed around the area, which 
provide a safe place to sleep, meals, 
and clothing. Although these shelters 
host miracles for some, they do not 
run on magic, but on hard work 
done by volunteers. Not only are 
necessary materials accommodate 
the these people, but job training is 
offered as well. 

Naturally, the human race has 
developed numerous stereotypes 
about homeless individuals. 
Although some may be true, there 
are many that can be proved wrong. 
One stereotype that exists is the 
perception that homeless people 
have assumed they cannot change 
their fate. Another stereotype 
includes people on the street 
begging for money are either not 
homeless or have not tried to get a 
job. However, the homeless can defy 
these accusations.

While most homeless people are 
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out of a job, most still do not give up 
searching. With the help of shelters 
and the training offered, many fi nd 
a place to work. Assumptions of 
people being homeless or not while 
they are begging for money on the 
street detract from the amount of 
help they could potentially receive. 
Most people believe homeless 
individuals are unapproachable, but 
these individuals are not socially 
inferior. Our society is supposedly 
evolving, yet the same problems 
are persistently plaguing the world. 
Change is possible for the people 
willing to try.

A homeless person could be 

anyone relatable. Some people 
are kicked out of their house and 
become homeless or suddenly lose 
everything and are left on the streets. 

When noticing someone on the 
streets, most do not consider the 
possibility of them having a family 
in distress. Children are seen more 
often in homeless shelters now 
getting a meal and clothes because 
parents can no longer provide for 
the family. Even some teenagers and 
young children are found going to a 
shelter after school. 

Intrinsic motivation and help 
from the community prepare the 
homeless to get back on their feet. 

Anyone can volunteer to help people 
in need instead of having sympathy 
for them. Homelessness in the area 
has recently become a problem, but 
with the help of shelters and the 
effort of volunteers, it could decrease 
signifi cantly. 

When most are going to sleep 
in a warm bed with a full stomach, 
homeless individuals are going to 
sleep in a bed they make with what 
they have and a stomach containing 
little or no food. People who keep 
these ideals in mind during the 
holidays and offer to help will 
ultimately make our community 
better. 
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