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On Monday, Nov. 24, the High-
landers stepped on the basketball 
court and warmed up for their fi rst 
game of the year against the Chris-
tian Academy of Indiana Warriors.  
As the last quarter rolled in, War-
rior shooting guard senior Aaron 
Eldridge tied the game 56 - 56 with 
only 3.5 seconds left. In the last sec-
onds of the game, sophomore Tyler 
Kimm scored a three-point shot to 
win the game for the Highlanders 
59 - 56.

“I was very excited and was hap-
py I could help my team win,” said 
Kimm. 

Although the Warriors lost, War-
rior point guard senior James Martin 
recognized the early potential the 
Highlanders presented.

“Even though we were miss-
ing our starting center, I still think 
they played well. Down two starters, 
they still took care of the ball and ex-
ecuted pretty well. They rebounded 
much better in the fi rst half and that 
was what gave them the early lead,” 
said Martin.

 Forward junior Connor Sturgeon 
said he feels good how the fi rst game 
went considering a new atmosphere 
for the team.

“I think we played well for the 
most part, especially since it was the 
fi rst game playing with some new 
players, a new coach, and a new sys-
tem. We obviously have a long way 
to go to get where we want to be, 
but we feel good about the game,” 
said Connor.

Head coach Todd Sturgeon said 
he feels content with this year’s team 
potential.

“I think we have a chance for a 
good season. I think we have depth, 
several guys who can score, size and 
experience,” said Sturgeon.

Last year, a lot of the players 
were new to varsity where as this 
year Todd said the top 10 players 
have had a lot of varsity minutes.

Shooting and point guard senior 
JC Kinnaird uses what he gained 
from last year and combines it with 
what he has taken in this year.

“We’ve learned a lot from both 
last year’s coach and this year’s and 
using it to our advantage,” said Kin-
naird. 

Connor said another advantage 
for the team was only losing one 
senior last year.

“We all have a lot more experi-
ence on this team as well as a lot 
more chemistry between everybody,” 
said Connor.

Kinnaird has already noticed a 
positive change of this season com-
pared to last.

“This year we play more as a 
team and we believe in each other 
more than we did last year,” said Kin-
naird.

With adaptions being made for 
this new team, Kimm sights develop-
ment throughout the players.

“We are getting better and better 
running this new style of offense as 
the season goes on,” said Kimm.

Although the offense is progress-
ing, point guard senior Myles Ervin 
said the defense is a key point the 
team is focusing on to thrive.

“We’re defi nitely focusing on the 
defensive end, but our main focus is 
trying to improve as a team every 
day,” said Ervin.

On Tuesday, Dec. 2, the High-
landers faced the Clarksville Pirates 

for their second game and came out 
with another win, 62-41, but took 
their fi rst loss Saturday, Dec. 6 to the 
Bloomington South  Panthers 71-44.

“It was tough, especially losing in 
the fashion that we did. We feel like 
we’re better than that, but we’ve just 
got to keep working so that it doesn’t 
happen again,” said Connor.

On Dec. 12 the Highlanders 
faced rival New Albany Bulldogs and  
played a tight game, but fell 87- 60. 
Ervin led the way with 26 points.

Kinnard said they had to work 
towards everything because they are 
not strong enough yet to put certain 
things aside.

“We aren’t really focusing on the 
New Albany game, but the larger 
picture come February,” said Stur-
geon. “New Albany is an important 
game to us, but it is not going to de-
termine our season.” 
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SENIOR BRYCE HUDSON jumps up for a shot at his game against Christian Academy of Indiana on Monday, Nov. 24. The Highlanders played a back-and-forth game against the Warriors and 
came out with a 59-56 win. Last weekend, they fell to rival New Albany 87-60.  The Highlanders play rival Providence at FC tonight, JV will begin at 5 p.m., and varsity  begins at 7:30 p.m.

New coach and new team members have come together to develop distinct standards for this year’s season


