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for one piece. Not only did over 
400 students perform together, but 
they also managed to create a winter 
wonderland on the stage by generat-
ing faux snow.

“The snow was pretty entertain-
ing from my perspective actually. I 
was right behind the rows that got 
snowed on, so I got to sit back and 
watch a lot of my friends just get 
covered in it. It was pretty funny. It 
came down at just the right time too. 
I thought it was a good addition,” said 
sophomore Sydney Forler, a tenor 
saxophonist in the wind symphony. 

Special effects coordinator so-
phomore Sydney Willis explained 
how the addition of the snow was 
made possible by a relatively simple 
method.

“We basically put a cloth on two 
rails and put the snow in the cloth. 
We pulled one rail down and the 
snow just fell over the edge. The 
audience that I heard from loved it,” 
she said. 

The student group No Fret Quar-
tet also made an appearance play-

ing an unconventional holiday tune 
from Tim Burton’s The Nightmare 
Before Christmas.

“We all loved the movie so 
we settled on playing ‘What’s 
This.”’Madison [Eickholtz] arranged it 
in about three hours from a Youtube 
video, and everyone was featured 
at some point in the arrangement 
which was nice cause you never get 
2nd violin or viola solos. It was defi -
nitely a creative choice,” said junior 
Shannon O’Brien, violist in the quar-
tet and the symphony orchestra.

Winter Fantasia not only show-
cased the student talent in the arts 
departments, but also showcased 
FC’s involvement in the community.
Every year $1 from every ticket has 
been donated to a local charity.

“We stay in contact with group 
leaders in the community and try to 
spread the wealth each year to a dif-
ferent charity,” said orchestra director 
Doug Elmore.

 This year the money went to the 
local charity, Miles for Merry Mira-
cles. With both nights selling out, 

a substantial amount was raised for 
the children’s charity.

“We are fortunate to be able to 
set up a table in the auditorium lob-
by to recruit volunteers and accept 
donations. We have also been fortu-
nate enough to have been a benefi -
ciary of Winter Fantasia’s charitable 
proceeds. We have not received the 
check yet, but Mrs. Hampton said 
it would probably be about $1,500 
and every penny helps our cause im-
mensely,” said Teresa Hebert, coordi-
nator of the charity.

With the show running for its 
twelfth consecutive year, all of the 
arts departments seemed to really 
“get the hang of it,” according to 
band director Harold Yankey.

“Twelve years ago we got to-
gether as a staff and decided to put 
them together. Not just band, not 
just orchestra, not just choir, so [the 
audience] could see the scope of the 
music department,” he said.

“Winter Fantasia is defi nitely the 
pride of the music department,” said 
Jansa.
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DIRECTOR DOUG ELMORE AND ORCHESTRA play Sleigh Ride with Santa hats at the concert on Tuesday. Elmore said, “ Orchestra’s 

have a misguided image in the public of being a over serious group of people playing terribly serious intellectual music.  We 

thought it would be fun to blow up the stereoty pe with “Jinglebells” and about 100 Santa hats.”

BAND  AND HANDBELLS MEMBERS get snowed on during the large mass perform-

ance of “White Christmas” during the Dec. 11 Winter Fantasia show.
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