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Winter Fantasia embodies holiday spirit  

Analise Book
A&E Assistant Editor

 The performance is entirely sold 
out. Every single seat is fi lled, includ-
ing the fold-out chairs lining the 
sides of the auditorium. As the lights 
dim and the crowd hushes, over 400 
students crowd onto the stage. It 
is a chaotic sight, yet somehow an 
incredible sound is created from the 
commotion as every student joins 
together to play the ‘Hallelujah Cho-
rus’ by G.F. Handel for the twelfth 
annual Winter Fantasia. 

Winter Fantasia is a performance 
put on by all musical art depart-
ments. The choir, band, orchestra, 
and handbells performed on both 
Tuesday, Dec. 9 and Thursday, Dec. 
11 for the twelfth year. Student mu-
sicians featured their talents by per-
forming well-known holiday pieces 
such as “White Christmas” and “Oh 
Holy Night.”

The departments began practic-
ing nearly two months ago in antici-
pation of this event.

“We prepared by rehearsing 
every day in class, plus we had some 
after school rehearsals,” said senior 
Madi Wiley, a violinist in the sym-
phony orchestra. 

Though the members of the arts 
departments were prepared for their 
fi nal performances, the process lead-
ing up to it was considered rather 
gruelling to those involved in the 
production.

“Both shows went really well, 
aside from the literal blood, sweat, 
and tears (someone had to actually 
wipe their violin clean after bleed-
ing all over it in between pieces, 
and at one point there was a puddle 
of blood on stage during the mass 
tunes),” said senior Garrett Metz, a 
cellist in the symphony orchestra. 

Junior Jordyn Jansa, a member 
of the a cappella choir, agreed the 
show required a lot of work to put 
together. Winter Fantasia presented 
different challenges for her though.

“A cappella performed a Creole 
piece called ‘Noel Ayisyen’ this year, 
and it took tons of work outside of 

class to get the words and pronuncia-
tions down,” she said.

The work put into the shows 
did not go unnoticed. The overall 
positive response from the audience 
mirrored all of the effort put into the 
performance.

“When an audience applauds a 
performer, it really does something 
to us. It shows us that we are able 
to give it our all and truly reach out 
to the audience even without leav-
ing our chair and make a difference 
in their lives” said junior Autumn 
Seraiah, a cellist in the symphony 
orchestra. 

“The audience reaction is one 
of the main reasons I do this. That 
feeling you get when they stand up 
and clap... there is nothing else com-
pared to that,” said sophomore John 
Nugent, a bassist in the symphony 
orchestra. 

One particular piece that stood 
out was Irving Berlin’s  “White 
Christmas.” Every member of the 
band, orchestra, choir, and hand-
bells were on the stage performing 

Analise Book /The Bagpiper
BAND, ORCHESTRA, CHOIR, AND HANDBELLS perform a mass tune of ‘Do You Hear What I Hear?’  at Winter Fantasia on Dec. 11 in the auditorium for the annual arts group concert to benefi t the community . 

Amber Bartley /The Bagpiper
BAND, ORCHESTRA AND CHOIR MEMBERS prepare Monday, Dec. 8 for the mass group 

tunes “White Christmas,” “Do You Hear What I Hear,” and “Hallejuah Chorus”.


