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Sports Assistant Editor

A legacy. 
Great athletes have emerged 

over the years at FC, and it has be-
come a legacy, but what would it have been 
like if the next Michael Jordan or Peyton Man-
ning was sitting in the student section rather 
than playing since they could not afford to play 
the sport? 

In modern times, athletics are not as cheap 
compared to what they used to be. During the 
1970s, a baseball glove ran for about $30 to 
$40 and now in 2014, the same glove runs 
for $200. Although the school provides equip-
ment, some athletes choose to buy their own 
gear, which can get expensive. 

Athletic director Jeff Cerqueira said that it 
is more expensive to be a student athlete now 
than it used to be.  “If you go to Dick’s Sport-
ing Goods, an undershirt that would go under 
a uniform, will cost more because of the name 
brand since everyone wants to buy the name 
brand

When it comes to funding the sport itself, 
the school’s athletic department takes care of 
that. 

“All sports at Floyd Central are the same 
way, anything that is needed the athletic di-
rector or department takes care of,” said head 
baseball coach Casey LaDuke. 

He said that anything that is not a necessity 
but the program wants, they have to fundraise 
and buy on their own. 

Head football coach Brian Glesing said that 
if a player wants extra equipment then he will 
have to pay. The school will provide what they 
need such as a helmet, shoulder pads, practice 
pants, and a girdle, all of which are owned by 
the school. 

“For example, in baseball the athletic de-
partment is going to take care of the umpires, 
baseballs, helmets, and uniforms if they are 
needed,” said LaDuke. 

Extra equipment could be cleats, gloves, or 
better protection. 

“I would say shoes being the biggest ex-
pense, approximately $100 to $150, but many 
times shoes can be used for more than one sea-
son,” said Glesing. 

As athletes play these sports without a wor-
ry, the question still stands: what if a student 
wants to play a sport but can not because of 
money?

“I would think that if a coach has a player 
who can’t afford something then through fund-
raising they would fi nd a way to get them their 
stuff, but I have never had a player tell me they 
couldn’t play baseball since he could not afford 
it,” said LaDuke. 

LaDuke said he does not think this would 
apply to equipment such as better shoes, bats, 
and  jackets. 

Glesing agreed with LaDuke that if an 
athlete is having fi nancial troubles then they 
should be able to play. 

“I don’t think that athletes should have to 
pay to play any high school sports. If an athlete 
is showing fi nancial hardship then the school 
needs to pay,” said Glesing. 

Fundraising could also be an alternative for 
the student to raise money to and be able to 
play the sport. 

“I believe that the school should offer ways 
that the student could earn the amount of 
money needed for the sport. For example, the 
school could host fundraisers for the students 
who need the money,” said junior golfer Tristan 
Barnes. 

Sophomore Lucas Hertle said that offer-
ing a fi nancial aid program to student athletes 
would be a great idea. 

“This would defi nitely be an excellent in-
vestment. There may be players out there who 
have amazing potential and talent, but simply 
are unable to play due to fi nancial complica-
tions.” 

FC offers 12 of the 13 sports offered by 
the Indiana High School Athletic Association 
(IHSAA), cheer and dance are not IHSAA sanc-
tioned sports so, they do not receive funding. 
The Dazzlers, FC’s dance team, is one of the 
most successful programs at FC and they are 
completely self-suffi cient.

“The school doesn’t fund us so we have to 
do fundraisers all year to raise money for trips 
and uniforms,” said sophomore Dazzler Ceci 
Quinn. 

Even without school funding the team is 
able to take trips to Nationals in Orlando, Flor-
ida and the Universal Dance Association camp 
in Panama City Beach according to Quinn.

Glesing said  football is a completely self-
suffi cient program that only uses some money 
from the athletic department for yearly repairs. 

“Any money we spend has been generated 
by the football team itself through fund-raising 
and merchandise sales. The only money we 
use from the athletic department is $5,000 for 
re-conditioning of football equipment each 
year and we easily make this money in gate 
receipts and ticket sales,” said Glesing. 

For the sports that are funded by 
the school, there is no system of how 
money is distributed to the teams,  ac-
cording to Cerqueira. 

“All of the entry fees for 
the different sports are paid 
through the athletic de-
partment if they are go-
ing to get into a big meet 
or go away and play in 
a tournament,” said 
Cerqueira. 

Cerqueira said  
there is a plan for 
which team gets 
new jerseys and 
when they re-
ceive them.  

“It is on 
a rotation 
b a s i s 
s o 
that 
e v -
e r y -
one is get- ting an equal opportunity 
to get new uniforms. At least every two years 
they are getting either a new home or away 
set,” said Cerqueira. 

According to budget information provided 
by Cerqueira,  all sports combined to bring 
in $191,172.16 in the 2013-14 school year. 
They spent $176,804.44, which resulted in a 
$14,367.72 profi t. 

For football, a ticket costs fi ve dollars and 
with each student paying that amount to at-
tend the game, plus fundraising and other 
ways of bringing in money, the program made 
a profi t of $37,984.65 in the 2013-14 season. 

That same year, softball spent more than 
three times the amount of money that was 
raised; because of this $12,209.60 was lost. 
The reason for the high expenses was for up-
grades to the fi elds according to Cerqueira.

The student sections at FC home football 
and basketball games normally fi ll to the top as 
students top up the stands, this is important to 
the profi t of both programs. 

“I think that the whole Friday night lights 
makes people really look forward to going out 
and cheering on the school team. Also, the fact 
that you get to go crazy with your friends plays 
a big role in it for me,” said senior Spencer Pry. 

As basketball season settles in, students 
look forward to these games as well and fi ll up 
the student section 

“I feel like Eric Lamm and I did a good job 
spreading the school pride during the football 
season so we are hoping to keep that going for 
basketball,” said Pry. 

FC offers a variety of sports. Students can 
participate in any of the 14 varsity sports. 

“The only sport that we do not have 
through the IHSAA is gymnastics,” said Cer-
queira. “There are other schools in the area 
that may not have some sports due to their 
size of school. But most of your 4A schools 
or larger typically will have all the sports.” 

Although the IHSAA offers many sports for 
students to participate in, some students would 
like to see more sports added though to give 
them an even wider range of sports to compete 
in. 

“I don’t think that there are enough sports. 
There has been an increased interest in many 
sports like ultimate frisbee and lacrosse,” said 
sophomore Mitchell Lockhart. 

Pry  said that he would also like to see ul-
timate frisbee added since many students and 
teachers are taking an interest in it. 

Hertle believes FC has enough sports, but 
he does think lacrosse would be a nice addi-
tion. 

“I think that FC has a suffi cient amount of 
sports. If there were to be more, I would like 

to see a sport like lacrosse added,” said Hertle. 
“It has become more popular and would be an-
other great extracurricular activity for kids to 
get involved in.”

Money could be one of the factors hold-
ing the school back from adding such sports 
because of obvious expense. 

“Money helps grow the program,” said Pry. 
“It provides equipment to help train the ath-
letes and it helps us to advertise what we have 
to offer.” 

As powerful as it is, money is not what has 
made up the athletics at FC over the years, but 
the legacy that former athletes have left behind 

and the tradition till carried on by athletes to-
day. 

“I think the importance of the legacy of FC 
sports hasn’t declined, it has changed. Some 
of our sports are struggling, but others do well 
and the legacy lives on,” said Lockhart. 

Although there may not be a front-to-back 
guide on how to be a Highlander, athletes 
respect what has been done before them and 
they strive to do the same. 

“There’s defi nitely a precedent set for most 
all the sports,” said Hertle. “The legacy for the 
successful sports has become another part of 
FC. It is almost like a standard now.”

BALANCING THE BALANCING THE BUDGETBUDGET
Earning money is essential for the success and continuation of quality  athletic programs in public high schools
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Top 3 receipts and ticket sales

1. Football-$68,643.15
2.Boys’ Basketball-$34,360.26
3. Volleyball-$17,873.00

$
1. Boys’ track-$738.30
2.Girls’ golf-$560.52
3. Boys’ tennis-$200.00
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Bottom 3 receipts and ticket sales

$
Sports income based on ticket sales and receipts

Ticket sales determine how much income 
each sport brings in to the school; cross coun-
try teams not included because no tickets are 

sold for their meets.

$60-$90

$15

$150

$15

$30*

$50-$120

$100

$100

Some costs of sports are 
covered by the athletic 
department, while others 
must be covered by the 
student.
Green - StudentGreen - Student
Black - SchoolBlack - School
*Swim uniforms are paid for every *Swim uniforms are paid for every 
other year, students pay half priceother year, students pay half price

$325

Kyle Poe /Freshman

The Cost Cost 
of Sports

Source: Athletic Director Jeff  Cerqueira

Source: Dick’s Sporting Goods and  football coach Brian Glesing


