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Floyd Central has snagged the 
Four-Star school award for the 
fi fteenth year. 

Based off the academic achieve-
ments from the spring of 2013, FC, 
along with Greenville Elementary 
and Highland Hills Middle School, 
has been named a Four-Star School 
by the Indiana Department of 
Education. 

“We should be a fi ve-star school 
if there was one, four-star is too lit-
tle,” said senior chief Micheal Beal.

The guidelines for becoming 
a four-star school are determined 
by the ECA participation rate and 
passing percentage. The individual 
English 10 ECA and Algebra I ECA 
passing percentages are added 
together to create one factor: the 
combined ECA passing percentage.

“Last year we were excited to 
have 90 percent passing Algebra 
I, and 90 percent passing English. 
We deserve to be a four-star school 
because of the high-performing 

students, and that is the reason we 
qualify,” said director of high school 
education Louis Jensen.

The second factor is the percent-
age of students passing both ECAs. 
The school must be in the top 25 
percentile of both to qualify.

“We’ve really worked hard and 
not only improved our core instruc-
tion, but offered the upper-level, 
high-level classes, like the AP and 
IB programs. We’ve raised the aca-
demic achievements by challenging 
our students to take a more rigorous 
course of study,” said Jensen.

The third requirement is that the 
school must have 95 percent stu-
dent participation. Out of the 2,024 
Indiana schools, only 311 met the 
criteria to receive the award.

“Technically we are a four-star 
school because we meet the criteria. 
We are able to meet the criteria 
because we have a dedicated faculty, 
an administration with a clear 
vision, and involved parents who 
all work with a generally motivated 
student body. This allows us to 
excel,” said economics teacher Trent 
McNeeley.

Science teacher Randy Hein 
came up with three standards that 
he thinks should also make up the 
criteria to determine if a school 
deserves four stars.

“It should be based on the 
school’s variety of advanced courses; 
how a school focuses on learning 
for advanced, intermediate, and re-
medial students; and the number of 
clubs and extracurricular opportuni-
ties,” said Hein. 

When it comes to the relevance 
of the award, McNeeley pointed out 
how critics may argue that a school 
is more than a sum of those graded 
parts.

“A school most certainly is more 
complex than a handful of data. 
Nonetheless, I believe the award 
does have relevance. It is one of 
many benchmarks parents should 
use when choosing schools.”

As a FC parent and a teacher, 
Hein described the importance from 
both ends of the spectrum.

“It is tough to fi nd a standard 
that fairly measures all of the posi-
tive things and needs for improve-
ment that a school may offer. The 

four-star system makes a valid 
attempt at doing so. As a parent, 
it makes me proud that my child 
succeeds at a four-star school,” said 
Hein.

As far as how FC has been so 
successful, Jensen commented how 
FC is compared to other schools 
other than academically. 

“I think what sets us apart is 
what we call a comprehensive 
high school. When you look at the 
curriculum offered, we have an out-
standing performing arts program. I 
don’t think there is anyone else out 
there who excels in all four areas. 
We have an outstanding marching 
band, orchestra, radio/TV program, 
ROTC program, and Project Lead 
the Way,” said Jensen. 

Despite the achievements FC 
has accomplished already, Jensen 
shared that there is always room for 
improvements that can be made. 

“My mantra when I was there 
was that as good as you are, you 
can do better. That is what I always 
said to the staff. ‘You’re good, but 
you can always do better.’ So even 
though we’re at 90 percent, we 

want to be at 95 percent to con-
tinue to the best school district as 
far as the two high schools, and to 
get both schools at that performance 
level,” said Jensen.

Hein suggested that continu-
ing what FC is already doing will 
improve the school. 

“We should continue to provide 
and participate in training and 
sharing our best ideas with each 
other, like attending workshops 
such as our state science organiza-
tion, Hoosier Association of Science 
Teachers. Parents should continue to 
support teachers and enrich student 
learning.”

While focusing on the achieve-
ments and the improvements, 
principal Janie Whaley addressed 
the importance behind winning 
the award, and how it is not  to be 
credited to any one individual, but 
rather the school as a whole.

“It’s not about me, it’s about 
what the school does. We’re a fam-
ily,” said Whaley.

Additional reporting by Karli 
Coleman, Natalie Allen, Leah Ellis, 
and Amber Bartley.

Haley Palmer 
Quinn Fitzgerald
News Reporters

Amber Bartley /The Bagpiper
School board members, administrators, students, and teachers gathered together this past Monday, Aug. 11, at the fi rst school board meeting of the year to accept the Four-Star School Award.


