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cause it does not go with what the Bible teaches. 
He also thinks that the church members nationwide 
may be split on this issue. 

“I’d imagine most churches don’t feel comfortable 
supporting an institution that supports homosexual-
ity. I think that it’s very split with the church.” 

He then went on to say that some church mem-
bers feel that the church should be open to anyone.

Sandifer has a similar view on the issue.
“It is disappointing. However, I personally have 

no negative feelings toward any of the organizations 
that have decided to sever ties with the BSA because 
I think that every religious organization has a right 
to exercise their own belief. This right is part of 

what makes America great,” said Sandifer.
Lawrence believes that they will not go back to 

their old policies and this will be a lasting change. 
“Personally I disagree with having these changes 

to policy. Being an Eagle Scout and devout Christian, 
personally I don’t agree with it, but I can understand 
the change for it,” said Lawrence.

Sandifer and his troop recite the Boy Scout Oath 
and Law at every meeting, and every Scout knows 
them by heart. He praises the Scout Oath and Law as 
the “life compasses” for Scouts to help guide them. 

“Living the Scout Oath and Law in their everyday 
lives is the message we continue to try to instill so 
they can make sound decisions with their minds,” 

said Sandifer.
Sandifer feels open communication is key. If a 

Scout has a question or concern dealing with this 
issue, it will be discussed to its best extent, along 
with adult concerns.

“In addition, I want the public to know that as 
Christ followers we understand that ‘we all sin and 
fall short of the glory of God’, but that Christ calls us 
to ‘go and sin no more.’  There are all kinds of sin. 
Sin is what keeps us from being reconciled to God. 
Jesus came that we might have victory over sin by 
faith in accepting Him as our Savior. This is the good 
news of the Bible,” said Freeman.

Additional reporting by Delaney Smith.

Q & A: Freshman Boy Scout Charlie Sandifer

Bagpiper: How has Boy Scouts helped you 
in life so far?

Charlie Sandifer: “It has prepared me for the 
real world. It has showed me values that I can 
use in a future career.”

BP: What would change if someone in  your 
troop was gay?

CS: “I don’t think anything would change. We are 
like a big family in the troop; we’ve learned to ac-
cept people for who they are and the decisions 
that they make.”

BP: What is your opinion on this issue?

CS: “I have no problem with gays joining the 
troop. Boy Scouts was made for all boys to be 
able to come together and have fun, not just 
one certain group.”

BP: How would you feel if Tunnel Hill no longer 
supported your troop?

CS: “I would be relatively upset; we’ve been with 
Tunnel Hill for many years, so we’ve made a huge 
bond.”


