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BSA has made it clear they would not change their 
policy, but recently they have been receiving more 
pressure from extensive sources, persuading them 
that they should  now allow openly gay scouts.

Junior Chad Lawrence is an Eagle Scout at St. 
Mary’s of the Knobs Catholic Church. This particu-
lar church is still allowing the troops to hold their 
meetings there. 

“If the churches decided not to re-charter the 
troops, it would put the troops in a position to have 
to fi nd another place to meet and be supported by, 
which could be diffi cult to do,” said Lawrence.

Senior Andrew Lash is also a local Eagle Scout but 
said this is not affecting his troop because his charter 
accepts it and no one in his group is openly gay.

“The charter and big leaders own everything. 
We have to adapt and change with it, and we can’t 
do that until it happens to us. Since it doesn’t af-
fect our group it’s not really a big deal for me,” said 
Lash. 

Lawrence goes back and forth with how he feels 
about this issue. He understands why the churches 

do not want to support organizations that go against 
the churches’ morals, but said a church is also a 
place where anyone can be accepted.

“Whatever your sin is, you are welcome to the 
church, and I think that if that’s going to be the 
church’s philosophy for service, then it should be 
the same philosophy for who they let come be part 
of the Boy Scout troop,” said Lawrence.

Heritage Christian School in Indianapolis is a pri-
vate school that has made the decision to ban the 
Boy Scouts. CEO of HCS Jeff Freeman said that he 
will most likely not consider accepting openly gay 
Boy Scouts because of the school’s philosophy.

“As the BSA has lifted the ban on homosexuality, 
we could no longer conclude that HCS 
was in alignment with the BSA,” said 
Freeman.

Even though these Boy Scout troups 
have been banned, HCS has re-formed 
the troop, now to be called On My Hon-
or, to be more Christ- centered.

“Most of our scouts are going to con-

tinue in under this new umbrella. A few are moving 
to new troops that are sponsored by other organiza-
tions,” said Freeman. 

According to ABC News, Frank Page, the presi-
dent of the Southern Baptist Convention recom-
mended that the nation’s 47,000 Baptist churches 
pull away from the Boy Scouts of America. 

Nationwide, some Mormon churches have sup-
ported troops’ decisions to allow gay scouts. Some 
Roman Catholic churches have decided to wait on 
their decision. Many other religions and churches 
have had their own debates about allowing scout 
troops to meet.

Lawrence feels that churches have done this be

LEFT:SOPHOMORE RJ ASBURY competes with other Boy Scouts to see who can build and keep a fi re going the longest. “I like camping 
and going to Florida and it [being a part of Boy Scouts] also looks good on your resume.” 
RIGHT:FRESHMAN CHARLIE SANDIFER directs Cub Scout Ethan Henry on what to do during a game of capture the fl ag. “If they [the kids] 
have been affected by this issue, they haven’t shared it. We try to keep them focused on now in the present.”
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