
Her patience is tested, as if her boyfriend being far 
away is not punishing enough. She waits anxiously 
for a letter, because that is the only way they can 
communicate. When she fi nally receives the pre-
cious envelope and slowly tears it open, joy fl oods 
through her body.

Senior Rebecca Shade has been with her boy-
friend, FC graduate Bradley Johnson, for over two 
years. 

“We met my freshman year and his sophomore 
year through a friend who introduced us because 
she thought we would be good together. I have so 
many good times with him but I really love going 
out to dinner on our anniversaries and holidays and  

just having fun,” said Shade. 
Because Johnson has been gone at basic training, 

they have not been able to see each other or com-
municate as much as they would like.

“Right now he [Johnson] isn’t allowed to use his 
cell phone, so we are forced to write each other 
letters to communicate. Once he fi nishes his basic 
training, we will be able to call and text each other 
at least,” said Shade.  

Johnson left for basic training in the armed forces 
at Fort Sill, Oklahoma and is going to take classes 
online for college until he is further along with his 
training.  Shade has not seen Johnson since he left 
for his training over three weeks ago.

“I will get to see him in early October when he 
graduates from basic training.  Other than that, he 
will only be able to come home 30 days out of the 

year and on holidays,” said Shade.
They are not able to see or talk to each other of-

ten, but Shade still keeps a positive attitude. 
“I can still see us being together in a year or two.  

I know it is going to be hard now, but eventually we 
will be able to see each other more often and I know 
it will get easier as time goes on,” said Shade.

There are other students who are part of a long-
distance relationship. Senior Morgan Harper and 
her girlfriend, FC graduate Rebekah Burgan, have 
been together over two and a half years and are still 
going strong.

“We met my freshman year and her junior year.  I 
always loved going to Bardstown Road and walking 
down by the river with her.” 

Because of the age difference, Harper and Burgan 
are used to being separated for weeks and some
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Relationships outlast over-the-state lines

Couples continue relationships long-distance despite their signifi cant other moving out of state to go to college.

Testing the 
Miles

Floyd Central to Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma:

838 miles
Floyd Central to Champaign, 

Illinois:

244 miles
Floyd Central to Olney,

 Illinois:

161 miles


