
“The kids are getting experience, 
which is why I think they are very 
successful in college,” said Mayer-Se-
bastian.

Another reward of taking the IB 
program is getting used to the in-
creased workload.

“I think it will be very benefi cial in 
the long run,” said Riel.  “It will make 
college a breeze.”

With the arrival of the IB program, 
the students who choose to earn the 
IB diploma have a diffi cult road ahead 
of them.

“On the fi rst day of school when we 

walked in the only word that applied 
was ‘overwhelming’,” said Day. “How-
ever, after the fi rst few days I have to 
say it’s a good idea for students who 
can put forth the effort. It’s much 
more and harder work than what any 
other student in the school is doing, 
and if you can put forth the effort, 
then I highly recommend it.”
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learned I could still do orchestra, I 
decided to do it because it’s a new op-
portunity and a new challenge,” said 
junior Layne Hartman.

While the students may disagree 
with the diploma’s application in 
America, they are all taking this chal-
lenge together.

“I think it’s pointless in America.  It 
makes more sense for Europe because 
they have a ton of countries,” said Ri-
els.

The students have set classes, so 
there is less freedom in their class 
choices.

“There’s a prescribed schedule for 
juniors and seniors,” said IB coordina-
tor Karen Mayer-Sebastian.

Mayer-Sebastian teaches the theory 
of knowledge class which focuses on 
the world as a whole.

“It gets you to ponder about the per-
spective as a person of one in a culture 
in a whole world,” said Hartman.

The students will build skills due 
to the advanced pacing of the IB pro-
gram.

“I can already tell writing is going to 
improve,” said Hartman.

More work will be required of the 
students in both their class work and 
their homework.

“The time required to complete the 
courses is what I think is the hardest 
and what students in the IB diploma 
struggle with the most,” said counselor 
Mark Clark.

Despite the easily manageable work-
load the students have had so far, they 
know there will be more soon.

“The teachers keep saying how busy 
we’re going to be,” said Riels.  “We 
haven’t done anything yet, and eve-
rything is so chill.  I don’t want it to 
become hectic.”

The time-consuming workload will 
also encroach on their after school ac-
tivities.

“I’m involved with orchestra, I’ve 
started doing pit orchestra, and I help 
out with pep band,” said Hartman.  
“My life hasn’t changed outside of 
school yet, but I can foresee that in 
the future it will.”

Due to the nature of the IB program, 
outside work is also necessary in order 
to earn the full diploma.

“We have to do this thing called 
CAS [Creativity Action Service] which 
is a lot of community service coupled 
with self-growth, so that will be differ-
ent for me,” said Day.

With so few students taking this 
new opportunity, the classes are small-
er sizes.

“The normal classes I have are actu-
ally weird to me now; I have at least 
30 people in my regular classes and 
10 in IB,” said Riels.

Hartman said the small sizes of the 
IB classes help with the relationships 
among students because they become 
so close, especially since their sched-
ules are virtually identical, and the 
teachers are able to know their stu-
dents better.

However, both the students and 
teachers are having a new experience 
with the IB program.

“It’s a work in progress; I think the 
teachers are still getting used to it, 
too,” said Day.

Both Hartman and Riels agree that 
the IB program gives the students 
more independence.

“It’s different because it’s very much 
student-led,” said Hartman.

Part of this independence is a result 
of the more hands-off approach the 
teachers use in these classes.

“IB classes have a lot less teacher 
interference; they don’t really tell us 
how to do every little thing,” Riels said.

This independence will help them 
succeed once they graduate from high 
school.

THE FLOYD CENTRAL SIGN displays an IB logo that states, “World 
School” in English, Spanish, and French. “This sign was changed 
to announce we’re an IB school now,” said principal Janie Whaley. 
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For a sample schedule of an IB 
student’s schedule go to: www.
fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com
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