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Columnist expresses passion for reading
Brooke 
McAfeeMcAfee
“Lost in the 
crowd”I step into a library, comforted by the 

presence of stuffed shelves of books. 
They sit there patiently, giving off that 
dusty, but pleasant smell associated with 
old books. They may seem to be nothing 
more than inanimate objects: papers with 
words bound together, but they are so 
much more than that. What they contain 
inside them has the ability to affect how 
we view the world. 

There is nothing quite like a book. 
With endless combinations of only 26 
letters, we can escape from reality. We 
can travel to distant or imaginary places 
without moving from our seats, go on ad-
ventures from the safety of our homes, 
and know intriguing characters whom 
we will never meet. Books can inform, 
entertain, and grab hold of us and never 
let go. 

They may be just words, but these 
words have a power of their own; they 
are a source of magic and time-travel, and 
a way of better understanding and appre-
ciating the world and the people around 
us. 

For the bibliophile, or a lover of books, 
it does not take much to stay entertained. 
We are the ones who would rather buy 
books than clothes or electronics, and 
have to be dragged out of the library or 
bookstore. We are the ones whose fa-
vorite Disney movie is Beauty and the 
Beast, because we desperately want to 
have the massive library. And we are the 
ones who have towers of books stacked 
in the corners of rooms, because our 
bookshelves are not large enough to hold 
all of the stories we love.

Reading is also one of the most perfect 
forms of entertainment for the introvert-
ed. Some people just do not want to so-
cialize all the time, so books are there like 

patient, understanding friends who ask 
nothing of us except our attention.

I have been exposed to reading ever 
since I was a child, and my love for books 
has grown and grown every year. As a re-
sult, I tend to get too emotionally invest-
ed in the fi ctional story and characters, 
and I have a diffi cult time comprehending 
how others do not see the same in the 
books I love. 

Books are addictive, and are probably 
one of the healthiest kinds of addictions 
someone can have. I am a complete geek 
when it comes to books, and I obsess over 
them zealously. It may be a bit over the 
top, but it is much better use of my time 
than watching a marathon of pointless re-
ality shows, like many people do. 

Some people dismiss books as a mere 
requirement in school, but for me, it is 
a necessity. I need to read books no mat-
ter how busy I am, I must fi nd time to 
read. Reading is one of those rare activi-
ties which can both entertain and fi ll our 
minds with exactly the type of things we 
need. I enjoy watching movies and tel-
evision, but I will always prefer reading. 
Books have a depth to them which can-
not be replaced.

Sometimes, we need an escape from 
the dull monotony of life, or a break from 
the craziness of it. And for these occa-
sions, there is always an overwhelming, 
constantly growing to-read list, or the 
well-worn pages of a beloved favorite. 

Although reading allows us to retreat 
into our mind, away from the rest of the 
world, it connects us even more to the 
world around us. In the words of F. Scott 
Fitzgerald, “That is part of the beauty of 
literature. You discover that your long-
ings are universal longings, that you’re 
not isolated from anyone. You belong.”

Reading offers an entertaining and benefi cial experience for book lovers


