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On May 23, 2013, the Boy Scouts of America lifted 
the controversial ban on gay members. While the 
policy does not go into effect until Jan. 1, 2014, 

some religious leaders across the country are already advo-
cating for churches to cease allowing scouts to meet at their 
institutions.

However, as controversial as this decision may seem, it is 
justifi ed by law. The separation of church and state in our 
government grants churches the right to make decisions 
based on their spiritual beliefs and biblical teachings without 
external infl uences. 

It is important to remember that the predominate issue at 
hand is not whether gay scouts should or should not be al-
lowed, but if the churches have legitimate reasoning for not 
allowing them to meet at their parishes.

The fact remains that church policy exists entirely inde-
pendently of government. Constitutionally-protected free-
dom of religion allows churches to retain all policies that 
correspond with their belief systems, despite objections by 
outside parties. 

However, while church leaders may be legally in the right 
in banning scout troops, the most prevalent question seems 
to be whether this decision is morally sound.

Churches are banning scout troops because the BSA is now 
allowing gay scouts. But church doctrine, the legitimacy of 
which is provided mainly by the Bible, opposes homosexual-
ity because it is condemned in the Old Testament. 

This condemnation of homosexuality is made apparent, 
especially in Leviticus: “Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as 
with womankind: it is abomination” (Leviticus 18:22).

This appears to be a perfectly legitimate piece of evidence 
that supports church policy.

Or it would be if not for the later revelation concerning 
tolerance of opposing opinions.

But the New Testament offers a much more accepting re-
sponse:

“Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the 
purpose of passing judgment on his opinions” (Romans 14:1).

This passage suggests that gay scouts should be welcomed  
with tolerance, because we respect the opinions of others 
without judgment.

As church leaders claim to be the hand and feet of Jesus 
Christ, the opportunity to reach out to the community and 
be an example to today’s youth should be a main priority, re-
gardless of their background or personal decisions they have 
made.

Welcoming the Boy Scouts into their churches not only 
gives leaders this opportunity, but the opportunity to practice 
the acceptance and tolerance presented in Romans. 

All of this being said, the Boy Scout program has been bet-
tering communities and teaching young boys life skills for 
over 100 years. Yes, some chapters will have to fi nd a new 
meeting place for their meetings, but it also represents a det-
rimental tear in the relationship developed between the BSA 
and churches over the years.

Many scouts identify with the church as a place where 
they belong, and many scouts are devout Christians who are 
involved with church activities such as youth sports leagues 
and service work.

Despite the seemingly irreconcilable differences between 
the scout troops and churches, hopefully we can reach com-
mon ground, a point when religious leaders will be able to 
see past policy differences and allow scouts to continue their 
camraderie with churches.
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What are your views on the church’s 
decision? Get the conversation started at 
www.fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com. 


