
Head tennis Rick Miller has dedicated his life to 
the game of tennis for the past 41 seasons. His com-
mitment to the tennis team is something to boast 
about, coaching his teams to many victories for 
countless years. 

“The thing I like most about tennis is the indi-
viduality involved with the sport. You don’t have to 
worry about a clock running out of time, or your 
teammate not tossing you the ball. Tennis isn’t over 
until the very last point is played,” said Miller. 

His experience with the game mixed with his 
genuine friendliness affects how successful he is as 
a coach. Miller has worked with a large number of 
players, giving each of them the skills they need to 
to improve.

“He [Miller] is a great guy and a truly outstanding 
coach. I’ve been on the team for two years now, and 
he’s helped me a lot throughout my seasons,” said 

sophomore Joshua Stone. 
Describing the game as a “ballet on the tennis 

court,” Miller’s enthusiasm for the sport runs in the 
family. For years now, Miller’s son Brandon has 
been the assistant coach for the boys’ ten-
nis team. Working together as a father 
and son is not always easy, but it 
has created a close understanding 
between the two. 

“Brandon is priceless, and I 
respect his knowledge for the 
game. He’s done a lot for this 
team and even more for Floyd 
Central tennis. I couldn’t be the 
head coach without him,” said Miller. 

Eight years ago, during one of his sea-
sons, Miller had to go into surgery before the 
state fi nals. He was told that it was a routine proce-
dure, but came out of the operation with no feeling 
in his legs. After that event, Miller’s life was severely 
altered due to the fact that he was now in a wheel-
chair. 

“The surgeon injected the medicine into the 
wrong part of my back, and fried my nerves,” said 
Miller. “I haven’t let the incident affect my career, 
and I’m still out here every day on the courts coach-

ing. I’m still having fun and enjoying all of 
the competition that goes along with the 

game.”
Miller’s accident only proved how 

strong his coaching abilities are. 
Miller’s positive attitude continues 
to make a difference in his player’s 
performance. 

“Coach Miller’s style of teaching 
and motivation is very interesting. I 

think I benefi t a lot from it,” said sopho-
more Ryan Jennings. 

In spite of all of the challenges, Miller’s enthusi-
asm towards tennis has endured.

“Everything I have been through has just made 
me appreciate certain things I didn’t before. I’m 
honestly just glad that I still have the ability to coach 
and do what I love,” he said. 
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TENNIS COACH RICK MILLER looks on to the courts as he observes his team practice on Thursday, Aug. 29. 

18     Sports

Long-time coach dedicates life to team

BOYS’ TENNIS

Varsity record: 1-4

Next Match: 
Silver Creek 
Invitational

Last Match: 
North Central 

Invitational

Bailey Hussung/ Bagpiper

JV record: 2-0


