
House Bill 1334- This bill was amended Feb. 19, 2013, 
to add a provision from Republican Jeff  Thompson. 
The provision would ban school districts from gather-
ing dues from teachers on behalf of their unions. The 
bill was passed with 64 yeas and 33 nays. 

Explanation- Union dues are fees a union collects 
from its members to help with contract negotiations 
and daily expenses it incurs. Without the automatic 
collection taken from their paychecks, it will become 
problematic for the teachers unions in the future of 
education. Collecting union dues is a major issue in 
education.

House Bill 1342- This bill would have included a 
proposal to move the administration of the voucher 
program from the Indiana Department of Educa-
tion, directed by Glenda Ritz, to the Offi  ce of Man-
agement and Budget, directed by Governor Mike 
Pence. Rep. Robert W. Behning authored the bill.

Explanation- Voucher programs allow low income 
families to use public dollars to pay for private 
school tuition. If Governor Mike Pence acquires this 
power from Glenda Ritz, then the Department of 
Management and Budget would have more power 
in this area instead of the Department of Education.
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Committee on Rules and Legislative Procedure. The bill in-
cluded a proposal to move the administration of the voucher 
program from Ritz who is head of the Department of Educa-
tion to Governor Mike Pence, who overseas the Department 
of Management and Budget.

 Matthews said this bill establishes the offi ce of account-
ability and innovation (OAI.) The OAI will administer the 
choice scholarship program where qualifying families can 
use state payment to offset tuition costs at participating 
schools.

 “Although the governor does appoint the chairperson 
of the board, you can see that administration of the choice 
scholarship program is still one of the superintendent’s re-
sponsibilities,” said Matthews.

However, others said the Department of Education should 
not be taken out of this equation for the voucher program.

 “I believe that matters of education and instruction should 
remain under the control of the Indiana Department of Edu-
cation. The IDOE has always managed education policy and 
requirements for the schools of Indiana,” said Lohmeyer. 

Freiberger said the Republicans put the voucher program 

matters into the hands of the previous Superintendent of 
Public Instruction because he believed the same way as they 
did about teachers and the association. He also said for some 
reason, the Republicans do not think Ritz would have the 
same beliefs they have.

“Removing education programs from the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction should not be done regardless of the 
party in charge. The voters put Glenda in offi ce, so the cur-
rent legislators need to be cautious of going against what the 
voters wanted,” said Street.

Street said she has made a great effort to look beyond Re-
publican and Democrat labels to do what is best for educa-
tion and kids. Even though Ritz has opposition within the 
education system, she is still striving to help create the best 
education for children.

“I am very hopeful for the education of future generations 
with her leading the way,” said Landis.

Glenda Ritz 
State Superintendant of Public Instruction

To take a poll for which bill you most agree 
with go online to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.
com.
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House Bill 1337- This bill aimed to make changes to In-
diana’s A to F school grading system. Republican Robert 
W. Behning authored the bill. The bill gave power for 
creating a new system to the State Board of Education 
and the Education Roundtable, circumventing Glenda 
Ritz and the Indiana Department of Education. The bill 
died with 61 nays and 33 yeas.

Explanation- In the past, the department of educa-
tion would craft  changes to the grading systems and 
present them to the state board by the Superintendent.. 
With this proposed bill,  the State Board of Education 
and tmay create a new system bypassing Ritz.


