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Superintendent struggles against legislation

 New State Superintendent of Public Instruction Glen-
da Ritz was just sworn into offi ce on Jan. 19, 2013, and 
she has had many people agree and disagree with her 
views on education already.  

Ritz won against previous State Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction Tony Bennett with a grass roots campaign, 
in which she gained support from the Indiana State Teach-
ers Association, local teacher unions, and educators. She 
is the fi rst Democrat to win any down ballot race in the 
state since 1996. She earned 52.8 percent of the vote 
compared to Bennett, who only received 47.2 percent.

“Ms. Ritz is a highly qualifi ed, multi-degreed, and Na-
tional Board Certifi ed educator. She is highly qualifi ed to 
meet the challenges of leading the Indiana Department 
of Education,” said New Albany Floyd County Education 
Association president Joy Lohmeyer.

High school art teacher at Christian Academy of Lou-
isville Christine Landis said she believes Ritz will have a 
monumental impact on improving education in Indiana.

 “She works to empower teachers and seeks their best 
interests,” said Landis.

However, on Feb. 19, 2013, Republicans on the In-
diana House education committee talked through three 
separate bills that may limit Ritz’s power as state super-
intendent.

 House Bill 1334 has been amended and it has passed 
through both the House and the Senate. The amended 
bill repeals a provision requiring a school employer to 
deduct union dues from a teacher’s salary, and it allows 
a deduction based on a school employee’s authorization 
that is valid for one-year periods. Some of Ritz’s support-
ers are from teacher unions and this could affect their 
support for her, but to some people in the county, this 
bill is pointless.

“This, in my opinion, has nothing to do with educa-
tion. This is simply a political issue going against the 
teachers’ association,” said Floyd County Commissioner 
Charles Freiberger.

 However, Senator Ronald Grooms said the bill entitles 
teachers to a much needed tax deduction up to $1,000 
for education expenditures.

“These ‘expenditures’ include items teachers tend to 

purchase out of pocket for their classroom such as cray-
ons and books and other important items not offered 
through the school,” said Grooms.

House Bill 1337 was another bill discussed on Feb. 19, 
2013, but is now dead. This bill died on the House Floor 
with 33 yeas and 61 nays. The bill focused on making 
changes to the state’s A to F school grading system by 
giving authority for crafting a new system to the State 
Board of Education and the Education Roundtable, cir-
cumventing Glenda Ritz and the Indiana Department of 
Education.

“The former administration failed at creating a model 
that could represent schools well, but that does not mean 
the current administration should not have a chance to 
re-craft it,” said teacher Chris Street.

 In the past, grading system changes were drawn up by 

the education department and recommended to the state 
board by the state superintendent. 

“None of this bill changes the authority of who hires 
teachers or how school boards or principals run their 
schools. It does, however, continue to establish standards 
by which schools will be measured and what actions will 
be taken if they do not measure up,” said Floyd County 
Republican Party Chairman Dave Matthews.

 Street said he would like to see the entire system 
scrapped because one grade cannot represent an entire 
school. 

 “The grading system is extremely fl awed, but remov-
ing it from the Department of Education is a poor deci-
sion,” said Street.

 House Bill 1342 was also discussed on Feb. 19, 2013, 
but is now dead; the bill did not pass out of the House 
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STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION GLENDA RITZ speaks at the First Amendment Symposium at the Indiana State 
House on March 6. The symposium covered all aspects of the First Amendment and recognized some of the top student 
journalists in Indiana.
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