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diately, and any that weren’t received swarms of 
emails telling them to, citing reasons like ‘It’s too 
dangerous out,’ and ‘No one’s going to go.’ They 
were half right. Despite multiple assurances that the 
campus police had secured the campus and were 
guarding every event, people were still very nervous 
about going anywhere crowded,” said Mills. 

Social studies teacher Trent McNeeley, who has 
knowledge of situations such as Monday’s explo-
sions from his service in the National Guard, said 
anyone can fi nd the materials and directions need to 
construct the types of bombs used. 

“The information to make something of this sort is 
readily accessible to anyone with internet connection 
and a library card,” he said. 

McNeeley added that although many were 
wounded in the explosions, had help not already 
been at the scene, the casualities could have been 
much worse. 

“If you look for a silver lining, I suppose, there 
were already people there to respond. There were 
people there to respond even while waiting for teams 
to arrive. There’s no doubt in my mind that lives 
were saved,” he said. 

Since Boston’s bombings, many have questioned 
the safety of other large, public events. The main 
concern on everyone’s mind is tomorrow’s Thunder 

Over Louisville. To help ease the the public’s worries 
the Louisville Metro Police Department (LMPD) held 
a press conference on Tuesday. 

Over 1,000 offi cers will be on hand and ready to 
assist if an emergency situation develops. Above all 
else, the LMPD stressed the importance of reporting 
any suspicious activity. 

Still there are some people who will be canceling 
their weekend plans and staying at home. 

Junior Alex Kennedy, who has always attended 
Thunder, will not be going this weekend. Although it 
was her mother’s decision to not let her go, Kennedy 
agreed.

“I’ve gone every year,” said Kennedy. “When we 
were sitting there watching it [the news coverage of 
the Boston Marathon bombings], my mom said, ‘I 
don’t think it would be a good idea.’ It’s a going to be 
a large population. It’s just scary because of every-
thing that’s going on.”

For Mills, events like Monday’s are just an unfor-
tunate part of life, but, as always, he said people will 
console, adapt, and continue on. 

“Since I was very little, I’ve been exposed to the 
fact that on occasion, someone will go out of their 
way to harm innocent people. It’s an unfortunate 
fact,” said Mills. “People will be cautious in the 
streets for awhile, and they will most certainly have 

heighted security at next year’s marathon, but that’s 
just the thing: the marathon won’t be cancelled. The 
people here will not allow a single act of violence to 
scare them into hiding forever. They will mourn the 
lost, console the hurt, and try to make sure it doesn’t 
happen again, like we always have.”

Jessie said although the bombings have instilled 
some fear in her, she will move past it. 

“I absolutely know that this attack will not change 
the way Bostonians live their lives. I learned this this 
morning, the morning after the explosions. I decided 
the best thing for me to do was wake up and go for 
a six mile run, in respect for the end of the race. 
Everyone I passed smiled at me or cheered me on, or 
gave a ‘Boston!’ shout out. This is when I realized it 
will take a lot more than an attack to bring down the 
strength and pride of this city. If anything, I think 
the marathon will be even bigger next year. I believe 
that this will make more Bostonians gain the drive to 
train for next year’s race.”

More than anything, Jessie has faith that her city 
will recover from this tragedy.

“From what I could see today [Tuesday], Bostoni-
ans have a silent understanding, a look in their eyes 
saying we will get through this. We are also fi ghters, 
a strong city full of people who want to show that 
we cannot be brought down.”

Aft er Monday’s bombings at the 
Boston Marathon, @FCHSBagpiper asked: 

How have the Boston Marathon bombings aff ected 
your willingness to att end public events 
like Thunder over Louisville?
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