
Stay up-to-date on the continuing downward spiral of today’s 
generation in 30 seconds or less; studies show that is the longest  
the att ention of the average reader can be held
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“Story of 
my life”

A herd of females in short-shorts and cropped shirts 
crowd the mall’s Victoria’s Secret. Friends sit engrossed, 
conversing on their iPhones. The Billboard Top 100 reveals 
a list of vomit-inducing pop songs. The history of success in 
our country used to be written in its achievements. Now 
it’s the number of Instagram likes, or having the nicest car.

What happened?
The progress of the last 30 or so years has come back to 

bite us, and the result is a generation bred not knowing suc-
cess should not be taken for granted.   

Privilege is the norm for the American youth. Economi-
cally, Americans are well-to-do in comparison to the rest 
of the world, even in the midst of recession. Americans in 
poverty no doubt struggle, but they are still entitled to free 
education, government welfare, and some of the suppos-
edly poor have things considered luxuries in other coun-
tries – televisions, plumbing, and vehicles, to name a few. 

Att itude

MediaLyrics have become increasingly shallow and self-centered. 
Studies show the frequency of “I” in Top 40 songs over the 
past 50 years has sharply risen in comparison to the use of 
“you” and “us.” Additionally, listeners struggle to fi nd a pop 
song that doesn’t contain themes of partying, love clichés, or 
irrelevant topics like thriftshopping. It is little wonder that to-
days teen cares little about anything unrelated to alcohol, or 
a prospective boo thang. These ideas are only reinforced by 
lyrics telling them these are the only things that matter.

 In their cars, in their free time, and in every possible 
place, teenagers are listening to music. Unfortunately, most 
of the music they listen to is as lacking as the musicians who 
compose it. Aside from the obvious complaints, like the fre-
quent objectifi cation of women in rap and country, the lack 
of originality and substance, and the sheer ineptitude that 
is Taylor Swift, there is a deeper problem with what fl ows 
through the ears of today’s teen.

Music
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It also revealed a new, impersonal forum for bullying. Be-
hind the anonymity of a computer screen or phone, people 
say anything they want without facing the consequences. 

Social media sites, once thought to be the hallmark of 
today’s youth, has become nothing more than another place 
for narcissistic, self-centered, shallow teenagers to spew cli-
chés and post pictures of themselves. 

With this trend, it is not surprising that we are slowly fall-
ing behind the developed nations of the world in education.

News is fading into obscurity.  The agencies once charged 
with informing the public – chiefl y newspapers and televi-
sion broadcasting – have become a refl ection of the scourge 
of the general public. Sensationalism and fl uff are the mon-
ey makers of today, and CEOs more concerned with profi t 
than the truth are cashing in. 

Though recently, in the last 30 or so years, a new faction 
has grown from the media juggernaut.
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