
On March 17, the country watched as two teenager boys 
from Steubenville, Ohio, were convicted with the rape of 
a 16 year old girl. Less than a month later, much of the 
country remains  in a state of shock about the case.

These boys raped the girl, who was unconscious. Not 
only that, they photographed her naked. They shared the 
photos via social media. They bragged about taking advan-

tage of the victim, and then they attempted to cover up their crimes. 
These boys were high-school athletes on the football team. They had good grades and 

no previous criminal records. Should these young men, boys really, by forced to spend a 
year or more in a juvenile detention center, and then register as sex offenders? They will 
be known as sex offenders for the rest of their lives. All future employers will see this, as 
will college admissions counselors. Is it really necessary for these boys to be punished for 
this mistake for the rest of their lives?

YES. The very thought that this punishment might be too severe is comical. If you 
don’t want to be labelled as a sex offender, don’t rape someone. It’s literally that simple. 
But after the verdict was announced, CNN anchor Candy Crowley and CNN reporter 
Poppy Harlow commented on how “incredibly diffi cult” it was to watch “as these two 
young men, promising futures, star football players, literally watched as their lives fell 
apart.”

What about the young victim? What about the 16-year-old girl who had no idea she 
was even raped until she saw videos and photos from the night before after countless 
others already had? She was humiliated. She was threatened by fellow classmates and 
told to stay quiet by her attackers. She was ostracized from her community. Despite 
all this, she had the courage to come forward and pursue her case. And for all this, the 
sympathy was put with the attackers. Only one in 10 rapes is reported. The girl strong 
enough to come forward was subsequently made to feel like an outcast.

So many things are wrong with the Steubenville rape case. This case brought to light 
so many highlights of what is wrong with society: shifting moral views of teenagers, 
violence, social media gone wrong, substance abuse, the lack of respect between peers, 
etc. But one of the things I found most disturbing about the case was the reaction of the 
other teenagers at the party.

They witnessed at least one time the victim was raped throughout the night. Yes, the 
girl was drinking and passed out. But since when does being unconscious constitute 
consensual sex? Unconscious people cannot give consent. The other teens in attendance 
saw all this. They saw, and no one stepped forward to stop it. Instead, it was videotaped. 
It was photographed. It was uploaded to the internet, so others who were not present 
could enjoy the spectacle of the victim’s disgrace. What is wrong with this picture?

We live in a contradictory society. We teach everyone to care for one another, but 
everything, from academics to jobs, is a competition to put yourself fi rst. We are taught 
to respect our fellow citizens, but only if they have the same views as us. We claim that 
women have an equal role in society, but we objectify them constantly in the media and 
in music. We want to solve issues such as rape; but we try to do so by teaching people 
how to not be raped, instead of teaching “don’t rape!” To fi x our culture, it is going to 
take more than a band-aid. It is going to take serious, frank discussions of what went 
wrong along the way. And it is going to take the understanding of every single person 
that, no matter what, we respect other members of our society, regardless of the situa-
tion.

[23April 19, 2013

Steubenville case highlights society ’s failings
Anna
BooneBoone
“Anna’s
Alley”


