
On Jan. 19, 2013, Democrat Glenda Ritz was sworn into of-
fi ce as the new Superintendent of Public Instruction for Indiana’s 
education system, but Republicans control all branches of gov-
ernment, causing tension.

Ritz’s predecessor, Republican Tony Bennett, had much sup-
port from his surrounding party members, but Democrat Ritz 
has had trouble with Republicans agreeing with or supporting 
her ideas for education.

In the short time she has been in offi ce, Republicans have tried 
to pass three separate House bills that would limit her power or 
impact her supporters, but two of them are now dead. The last 
one, House Bill 1334, repeals a provision requiring a school em-
ployer to deduct union dues from a teacher’s salary. 

This amended bill could affect some of Ritz’s supporters from 
teacher unions who elected her to be in offi ce.

Republicans are fi ghting a political battle purely based on par-
ties, and if the quarreling does not stop, our education system 
will be led into an abyss.  Is this the future of Indiana schools?

The problem seems to rest within the political parties. Repub-
licans are usually more “right-winged” and “conservative,” and 
Democrats are usually more “left-winged” and “liberal,” but these 
are all labels. Labels should not defi ne who a person is, nor the 
opinion of them. 

The government needs to follow the advice of our fi rst presi-

dent, George Washington. In his farewell speech he said, “How-
ever [political parties] may now and then answer popular ends, 
they are likely in the course of time to become potent engines, by 
which cunning and unprincipled men will be enabled... to usurp 
for themselves the reins of government, destroying the very en-
gines which have lifted them to unjust dominion.”

The lack of progression in our government is the result of this 
fi erce partisanship. Loyalty between party members seems to 
have distorted their opinions about others, such as Ritz, being a 
Democrat in a throng of Republicans.

The main role of the government is to create a wonderful na-
tion for the citizens who live in it. Recently, politicians have been 
focusing too much on what is best for their own political party, 
and not enough on what is good for the people.

In light of the recent Boston Marathon tragedy, President 
Obama commented, “On days like this, there are no Republicans 
or Democrats, we are Americans united in our concern for our 
fellow citizens.” 

But it should not take a tragedy to bring people together for 
the common good. We cannot be a people only united in its 
darkest hour. 

Though politicians may govern us, it is the responsibility of 
everyone to reach across political boundaries and start fi ghting 
for good instead of fi ghting each other.

Co-editors-in-chief
Anna Boone

Grace Runkel
Web Director

Danielle Rehor
Assistant Web Director

Claire DeFrancisci
News editor

Eli Bolus
A&E editor

Nathan Hemminger
Forum editor
Meghan Poff 

Features editor 
Ashley Vance
Sports editor

Bekah Landers
Photography Editor

Noble Guyon
Photographers
Keevin Sakai 
Chase Palmer

JT Samart
Online Editors
Alyssa Book

Bailey Hussung
Patrick Prifogle

Reporters
Rachel Naville, Allison 

Werner, Alaina King, Colleen 
Bryan, Abbie Ewing, Jacob 

Baumann, Kara Beard, Leah 
Ellis, Nicollett e Barreras, 

Madison Rice, Sophia 
Roberts, Maddie Miyahara, 

Evan Spears, Hannah 
Cheatham, Zoe Doebbler, 
Ashton Beck, Brad Hunt, 
Emily Aschbacher, Jacob 

Trott er, Brooke McAfee, Beth 
Brunmeier, Clara Burton, 

Emma Howie, Michael Pepin, 
Christian DiMartino, Peter 
Hyle, Blake Dykes, Carissa 

Smith, Lexi Burch, Mike 
Springer, Jared Hinderer, 

Bryce Romig, Derek Hanke

Staff

Staff  EditorialStaff  Editorial

[22 Forum

Compromise needed to create change


