
McClure takes talents to next level

FEATURED 
ATHLETE 

FA

Covered in gear ready to pop up from 
behind the plate, junior Taylor McClure 
has shown off her talents since she was 
a freshman. The pressure to perform was 
put on her early.

“Playing varsity as a freshman was a 
lot of pressure, but I loved it. You want to 
help the team to the best of your ability,” 
said McClure.

Even though being a freshman on a 
varsity team is a privilege, it can also be 
diffi cult. McClure said it was stressful han-
dling responsibilities of a varsity player, 
but she would not trade it for anything.

“I wouldn’t have traded any of the ex-
periences, the upper classmen were great 
teammates and they had my back the 
whole season even if I had a bad game,” 
said McClure.

Having great teammates is always a 
plus, but in her freshman year, McClure 
had a special teammate she could trust 
who always helped her.

“Playing with my sister is my greatest 
high school softball memory. We’ve al-
ways been close and worked hard so we 
could play together my freshman year. Sa-
mantha was probably the best teammate 
you could ask for. She took care of me 
most the season.”

Former student and varsity softball 

player Samantha McClure is now at the 
University of Tennessee at Martin playing 
shortstop and feels the same as her sister.

“I loved playing with my little sister. 
She was my best friend and having her 
there everyday made my senior year the 
best it could’ve been,” said Samantha.

For the sister’s parents, it was not just 
a season seeing both of their girls play to-
gether. It was really special to them, and 
always will be.

“That will always be something special 
to our family,” said Kim McClure, their 
mother.

Since McClure was a freshman she has 
been working to improve her skills, but 
she said she could not have done it alone.

“I help Taylor by hitting with her almost 
every day and try to keep her positive be-
cause it is hard to play good when you’re 
negative,” said Jim McClure, their father.

To the McClure family, confi dence and 
being positive is something Taylor needs 
to work on in the future.

“I think she needs to have more confi -
dence in herself and know how great of a 
player and person she is,” said Samantha.

With being on the varsity softball team 
and leading her team, the future looks 
bright for this featured athlete.

“I want to go to IUPUI to play softball, 
and in the future I want a family and to 
become a special ed. teacher or a social 
worker,” said McClure.
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