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HIGHLAND HILLS EIGHTH GRADER JERRAN KOWALSKI removes a mic from Highland Hills 8th grader Catie Simmons during a dress rehearsal of Guys and Dolls Junior on Tuesday. “I really enjoyed 
working with the cast on this show,” said Kowalski.
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Although Highland Hills middle school (HHMS) does 
not have its own theater class, they have received plenty 
of support and encouragement to continue to the FC 
stage from the high school students who have helped out 
with their production of Guys and Dolls Junior.

Guys and Dolls Junior, which features songs by Frank 
Loesser, is a musical set during the 1930s in New York 
City. It involves gangsters, gambling, and the “crap 
games” that occurred during this time period.

HHMS theater director David Stone said he believes 
the play was a good fi t for the cast.

 He also said the FC technical crew that has assisted 

the middle school students are of great importance to the 
play’s success.

“I don’t know what I would do without them. They 
have been phenomenal. It’s great with Mr. Steiner being 
able to send down the tech students from the high school, 
because they are able to teach and mentor our students,” 
said Stone.

Theater director Robbie Steiner said the technical 
crew’s aid is benefi cial.

“It’s great to be able to collaborate with the middle 
school and create a training ground down there to help 
prepare the students for what they will experience in 
high school,” said Steiner. 

The middle school students also expressed their grati-

tude for the high school students.
“It’s easier than having young techs, and they are more 

experienced,” said eighth grader Noah Hankins, who 
plays a gangster. 

Senior tech member Evan Wise also mentioned that 
working with the younger students is rewarding.

“I think it’s fun to teach the kids about technical theater 
and what they are getting into; it’s a hard process, but I 
like teaching them,” he said. 

Steiner emphasized the importance of the high school 
students helping the younger students. 

“In my perspective, you learn the best through teach-
ing. It helps reinforce their learning through teaching the 
middle school students. It really helps develop their lead
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Production of Guys and Dolls Junior, Highland Hills’s most recent show, brings high school talent and 
inspiration to middle school students
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