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I am a book addict. I read them like they alone can give me nourishment. I love all 
types of books – historical, fi ction, fantasy, none of it really matters to me. So when 
I heard about a new author from Indiana who was sweeping the nation, I grabbed a 
copy of The Fault in Our Stars by John Green and read the whole thing in one sitting, 
ignoring everyone around who tried to interrupt. And while it was an engrossing read, 
certain parts left a bad taste in my mouth when I had fi nished it.

The fi ctional tale follows the story of Hazel Grace, a teenager who is diagnosed with 
thyroid cancer. She lives her life typical to most teens, besides the fact she has a terminal 
illness. Green made the protagonist very easy to relate to, even for people who are per-
fectly healthy. Hazel talks about watching the all-day marathons of America’s Next Top 
Model – who hasn’t done that at least once? In the beginning, the book is engrossing 
and Hazel is really fl eshed out and easy to understand. 

Later on, at a support group, Hazel meets the handsome Augustus Waters, who lost 
one leg while battling osteosarcoma.  A typical teenage pick-up line with a pompous 
twist (“Why are you looking at me like that?” said Hazel. “Because you’re beautiful. 
I enjoy looking at beautiful people, and I decided a while ago not to deny myself the 
simpler pleasures of existence.”) begins the tumultuous love that spans for the rest of the 
book. I am on the side of love. I love love. But for some reason, the romance between 
Hazel and Augustus never moved me throughout the novel. Honestly, I found Augustus 
pretentious at some parts and did not enjoy his character until late in the novel when 
he was fi nally stripped away of his arrogance and became more vulnerable. I felt that 
that was when you could truly see whom Augustus was. Unfortunately, it came to late 
for me to begin to really like and appreciate his character. Their love was untypical by 

circumstance by typical in almost every other aspect. Not horrible, just not as unique as 
others had made me believe before I read it.

The most interesting relationship in the book to me, by far, was between Hazel and 
her parents. The understanding of a teenager’s relationship with her parents and their 
interactions were so spot-on they made everything else in the book seem forced. Hazel 
knows how torn up her parents will be when she dies. Her concern for how her par-
ents’ lives will continue after her death is truly moving, and it makes the relationship 
between Hazel and Augustus seem even more insincere. Yes, I cried during the book, 
but not in the typical moment most have. I cried whenever Hazel and her mom had a 
heart-to-heart, because it was achingly realistic. Green is unbelievably convincing in his 
portrayal of this relationship. 

Throughout the book, thought-provoking questions about the meaning of life and life 
after death are raised, brought about by the cancer which had affl icted both of the main 
characters, Augustus and Hazel. Green does a good job of showing different viewpoints 
in a book about terminal illness, besides the normal “I know there is life beyond this 
one because someone so good cannot be taken so young without a greater purpose.” 
Hazel has a grittier view of the world, and she stays introverted in order to minimize the 
impact her death will cause. Moments like this in the book really show just how tough 
and how thoughtful Hazel truly is. 

The Fault in Our Stars was a well-written book, and was not a tragedy at heart. Green 
used humor and realistic conversations to convey his points throughout. However, what 
I believe should have been the true story, between Hazel, her parents, and herself, was 
overshadowed with her relationship with Augustus. I would recommend this book to 
anyone who wants a poignant novel about death from a teenage perspective, as long 
as they are willing to put up with moments of brilliance overshadowed by mundane 
romance.
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