
These days, it is not often that I fi nd a young adult novel that truly moves me, among 
the excess of supernatural romances and cliché accounts of adolescence that fl ood the 
shelves. However, John Green has achieved this with his latest novel, The Fault In Our 
Stars.  

Hazel Lancaster is the protagonist of the novel, a teenage girl caught in the middle of 
a hopeless battle with terminal thyroid cancer. Her life is little more than an attempt to 
survive as long as possible, until she goes to what seems to be just another depressing 
session of the Cancer Kid Support Group, and meets the charming Augustus Waters, 
who lost a leg to osteosarcoma. The result is a touching, bittersweet romance between 
two people who must make the best out of what fate has cruelly forced upon them. 

Despite the tragic topic, Green manages to convey humor and beauty with his depic-
tion of the relationship between Hazel and Augustus. There is deep sadness within the 
novel, yet there are times, even in the most miserable situations, that made me laugh 
out loud. He demonstrates how even when tragedy occurs, we can still maintain what 
makes life wonderful, such as comedy and romance. 

The love story between the two teenagers is much more than an infatuation. Through 
their experiences and understanding of each other, their love becomes increasingly 
deeper and emotional. What is most beautiful about their story is how their feelings 
and devotion towards each other never bend, but become stronger throughout the most 
painful circumstances. 

The characters also strongly develop throughout the novel. Augustus seemed a little 

too perfect at the beginning, with a very rehearsed manner, but becomes more realistic 
and complex as the book progresses. Hazel’s voice is believable, even though Green is 
an adult and a male. 

Green pulls the reader in with the characters’ thought-provoking questions and refl ec-
tions about life and death. They question the point of their existence and suffering, and 
wonder what lies beyond death. These are some of the most diffi cult subjects, but they 
are handled gently and gracefully. 

The two characters bond over discussions of literature, where they try to fi nd the 
answers to the universal questions which haunt them. 

In fact, the title of the book is an allusion to a line from Shakespeare’s “Julius Cae-
sar”:  “The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, / But in ourselves, that we are under-
lings.” The relevance of this reference becomes clear as the story progresses. 

Even those people who fi nd the topic far too depressing should not be discouraged, 
because it is an emotional roller coaster which takes a different viewpoint than the typi-
cal novel about cancer and dying. 

Despite its categorization of “young adult,”  it will also appeal to adults. The book is 
not for younger audiences, because of mature themes, some sexual content, and the use 
of language throughout. 

Once I picked up The Fault In Our Stars, it became diffi cult to put it down. The heart-
breaking, yet humorous and romantic story is captivating. 

The issues which Green addresses can be applied to anyone, not just those affected 
by cancer, and Hazel, Augustus, and the other characters are not easily forgotten. For 
readers looking for a moving, intelligent piece of recent fi ction, I defi nitely recommend 
this novel.
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