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Entering the New Albany Floyd County Animal Shelter, visitors are greeted with friendly meows from cats 
waiting to be adopted. Behind the door, dogs and puppies sit patiently to be taken home with a new family. The 
volunteers there welcome the guest and hope that another pet will fi nally be adopted.

Volunteers at the animal shelter are important to the success of the corporation.  They help with laundry, keep-
ing the building clean, brushing and bathing the animals, taking pictures to post on the website, and taking the 
animals on walks. How much work a person can do depends on many things according to the adoption coordina-
tor, Marilee Snider. 

 “It depends on when they come, their age, and how regularly they come,” said Snider.
If someone would want to volunteer, they need to attend orientation which is on the last Thursday of every 

month at 6 p.m. Snider recommends those who want to help to call if they have any questions and to come 
volunteer. 

“It’s not always glamorous, but it’s necessary,” said Snider 
Theresa Stilger, the animal care coordinator at the animal shelter, also encourages people to volunteer.
“People are always looking for a way to give-back…and it’s fun,” said Stilger 
With Christmas around the corner, the animal shelter is publicizing even more than normal.
“We do promotions in the newspaper and online,” said Snider.
The shelter has a program called Homes 4 the Holiday that includes three main ways that encourage the public 

to adopt: 12 Strays of Christmas, Christmas in the Shelter is No Place to Be, and Jingle Bell Boarding. The 12 
strays of Christmas sale begins on Dec 9. The last 12 days before Christmas, at least one dog and one cat will be 
selected to have adoption fee waived. The Christmas in the Shelter is No Place to Be program given the public an 
opportunity to foster adoptable animals during the Holiday.  Animals adopted after Dec. 17, can be held at the 
shelter and then be picked-up on Christmas Eve for $5 a day. This way people can surprise others with a new pet 
on Christmas day.

Another adoption promotion began today at 9 a.m. and will end tomorrow at 12 p.m. It is the fi rst 36-hour 
adopt-a-thon called Whisker Wonderland. The public will be allowed to adopt around the clock from the begin-
ning to the end of the event. There will be contests, prizes, treats, and music. Also, today there will be a visit 
from Santa at 8 p.m. and he will be leaving at 10 p.m. Volunteers will be a large part of the success of this adopt-
a-thon.

“It is crucial that we get volunteers there,” said Snider.
Sophomore Leah Scharff volunteered at the animal shelter with her sister during fall break. She said they went 

for a community service project, and to see and play with the animals.
The animal shelter also has a cat kennel at the Feeder’s Supply in New Albany. The level of volunteerism there 

has been low there lately though, and anyone who wants to help needs to call to learn how they can help.
 “First we cleaned up all of the cat cage…and them some of the dog cages, and portable cages as well,” said 

Scharff.
She said her favorite part was seeing the cute, small kittens.
Sophomore Mikaela Click has not been to the animal shelter to volunteer yet, but plans to after going to orien-

tation.
“They don’t always have enough volunteers and seeing animals get neglected just breaks my heart,” said Click.
She said it was easy to fi nd out how to volunteer.
“I got on their website, found their phone number, and called down there. It was very easy to fi nd,” she said.
After Click goes to orientation, she plans to volunteer with a friend.
“It makes community service more fun if you go with people you know,” said Click.

HIGHLAND HILLE SEVENTH GRADER ASHLEY JONES sweeps the 
fl oor at the New Albany Floyd County  Animal Shelter.  
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Animals like this and many others are left  at the New Albany 
Floyd County  animal shelter without a home during the season.
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Volunteers encourage adoption during winter season
Local animal shelter gets volunteers and community  in the holiday spirit by 
giving a home to animals in need


