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Staff  Editorial

It is that time of year again. Television viewers are inundated 
with attack ads, yards are littered with affi liating signs, and the 
bumpers of cars are covered with red, white, and blue stickers: it 
is election time. 

Everyone has political views, and some base them on facts that 
have been found through diligent research into the background 
of each candidate. 

However, the majority of voters are uninformed and base their 
views on sensational topics that are not supported by the candi-
dates’ actual views or beliefs. 

One example being the widespread belief that President Barack 
Obama is a Muslim. Despite the fact that an issue like this should 
not even matter in whether a candidate can run our nation or 
not, it is also not based on any sort of factual evidence. 

Another example is the over-reaction concerning the “Big Bird” 
comment Mitt Romney made during a debate. This was a small 
comment that was blown out of proportion by Democratic sup-
porters. 

One frequently made mistake is voters only listen to what their 
affi liated party has to say and do not look to the other side.  Those 
with the same party affi liation as you share the same beliefs. Sim-
ple as that. If we only listen to others with the same beliefs, we 

will never get anywhere. For instance, Romney had a reason for 
his Big Bird comment, but the opposing party would not listen 
to it. They continued to criticize it until Sesame Street producers 
told them to stop. 

Instead of basing political opinions on sensational topics 
brought up by attack ads on television or only listening to one 
side, watch debates with a skeptical eye and do fi rst hand research 
on the backgrounds and values of each candidate. 

Also, rarely is basing one’s political opinion on family affi liation 
with one specifi c candidate or party a good idea. Everyone is his 
own person and should never base ideas on what someone else 
thinks, especially in politics. It is fi ne to share the same opinions 
as friends and family, as long as one truly believes what they say 
they believe. 

Furthermore, it is not always a great idea to automatically asso-
ciate oneself with a certain political party. Taking online quizzes 
can be a good way fi nd where one falls on the political spec-
trum;  however, it would be better to just sit down and really 
think about your views on the important election issue, such as 
abortion, same-sex marriage, and economic issues. 

Only then, once we have found where we fall on these issues 
will we fi nd where we belong on the political spectrum. 

Guidance granted to voters
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