
The 
Art of 

Abstract
Artist Noelle Wilcox expresses herself 

through use of irregular shapes 
and unique color palett es Senior Noelle Wilcox lets her hands lead the way 

as she concentrates on the unfi nished picture 
spread out before her on the art table, slowly 

bringing the abstract spine on the canvas to life.
Noelle is a highly talented artist who has been draw-

ing since she was a child.
“Since I was a little kid, [art’s] always been my pas-

sion,” said Noelle. 
Her mother Angela Wilcox said she and Noelle’s fa-

ther also realized her gift for art when Noelle was very 
young.

“We fi rst noticed it when she was between three and 
fi ve years old through the artwork she did in preschool.  
Her talent really developed in elementary school.  Her 
teachers always commented on her art and said it was 
her strong point,” said Mrs. Wilcox.

Noelle graduated from drawing as a child to painting, 
and over time her own style has developed.

“I think I’ve found myself, and after experimentation I 
found what I liked best,” she said.

The type of artwork that Noelle found she liked best 
was abstract.

“[Abstract art] is so free you can’t control it.  It’s you 
and your feelings.  It’s letting your subconscious express 
itself.” She loves abstract art so much that visual arts 
teacher Kerry Jones said Noelle has actually made her 

own abstract pieces on the side in class as well as doing 
the assignments.

“She’s one of those people that likes organic shapes 
and free-fl owing, abstract, impressionistic forms,” said 
Jones.

A couple of Noelle’s favorite artists refl ect her taste in 
art as well.

“I love Van Gogh and the way he makes his images 
move and Peter Max too for his colors and vibrancy,” 
she said.

Noelle said she uses art as a way of expressing her 
emotions, especially when she paints. She said she is in-
spired most often by her own feelings and tries not to 
think when she paints.

“I just create.  I don’t like structure.  My hands just 
lead the way,” she said.

This way of making art is astonishing to her friend se-
nior Jenna Knauer, who shares an art class with Noelle.

“It’s amazing to see her work. She doesn’t even plan 
things out.  She starts with one color in a corner, and 
then decides from there,” she said.

Noelle is very involved and her activities are mostly 
centered around art.  She is currently enrolled in two art 
classes, secretary of the National Art Society, takes the 
Children’s Fine Art Classes (CFAC) program at Indiana 
University Southeast (IUS), and has already received rec-
ognition for her artwork.

Noelle said, “I’ve gotten awards from the Louisville 
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