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hours with my mom, older brother, and I. I just 
listened to him talk and it made me really sad about 
him leaving. I wasn’t afraid before when he went to 
places like California and Africa, but he was going 
to Afghanistan. I would turn on the news and there 
would be a brief list of soldiers that lost their lives 
and I just couldn’t imagine seeing Danny’s name on 
that screen.”

For other students such as sophomore Allison 
McKay, the absence of their loved ones is short for 
now. Her boyfriend, Zach Kayrouz, was sent to ba-
sic training in South Carolina for the Marine Corps 
July 23. He graduated Oct. 19, 
and has returned home for 10 
days before he leaves for North 
Carolina for more combat 
training.

“Zach and I have been dat-
ing for 11 months and I knew 
before we started dating that 
he was going to go into the 
military,” said McKay. “I was 
a mess when he left for basic 
training. I cried all the way to 
band camp and even cried dur-
ing practice. Thankfully, I had 
great friends to cheer me up.”

In every family, someone al-
ways has to stay strong. Gipe 
was an example of this when 
his son left to fi ght in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

“Watching my wife when Brian went off twice 
was one of the hardest things,” said Gipe. “Every 
time a soldier was killed on the news she wondered 
if it was Brian. I had to be the strong one and the 
encourager. I had to trust Brian. I knew he was go-
ing to be fi ne because he’s well trained and he was 
with great guys that knew what they were doing. I 
prayed a lot after he was shipped off and I’m con-
vinced prayer is what brought my son home safe.”

Letters, e-mails, phone calls, and Skype are some 
of the most common forms of communication be-
tween a soldier and their loved ones.

“My dad has been in the Marine Corps since I 
was a baby,” said freshman Brian Coats. “We Skype 
or call each other when we can. He’s in Iraq now, so 
Skyping him every other day has turned into Skyp-
ing him once every two weeks.”

Although letters take longer to receive, that was 

the only way McKay and her boyfriend could com-
municate while he was in basic training.

“It would take fi ve days for the letter to get to the 
other place, so there was no quick contact while 
Zach was in basic training,” said McKay. “I wasn’t 
supposed to send him things, but I sent him four 
leaf clovers and he would send me feathers.”

In Iraq and Afghanistan, soldiers are in constant 
danger. Family members realize that another day is 
never guaranteed in war and battle their own wor-
ries from home.

“My brother is a Marine and could be deployed at 
any given moment,” said fresh-
man Madeline Probus. “I worry 
about him every day, but I han-
dle it by praying or just thinking 
about positive things.”

McKay said family members 
and friends would help dis-
tract her from worrying about 
her boyfriend. Other students 
handle their worry in different 
ways.

“I worry a little, but I fi gured 
if my dad would have gotten 
shot, it would have happened 
by now,” said Coats.

Because being in the military 
is such a risky and selfl ess act, 
pride is an emotion that comes 
right along with it.

“I feel very honored to have him as a brother,” 
said Probus. “I can’t explain how proud I am of 
him. I think the military was a good, but very scary 
choice.”

Even though it is different from the typical job, 
coming home from duty offers a feeling of normal-
ity for the military families.

“My dad is just a regular dad,” said Coats. “He 
comes home from the military meaner, but strong-
er.”

Though seeing a loved one risk their lives for 
their country can be terrifying at times, seeing them 
stand up for what they believe in is an exciting mo-
ment.

“I was very proud of my son when he said he 
wanted to join the military. It’s a very honorable 
thing,” said Gipe. “To serve one’s country is the most 
honorable thing you can do because you’re putting 
yourself last and putting the greater good fi rst.”
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