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As the plane descends from the sky, anticipation rises among the family members. 
Their soldier emerges from the gate and the family runs to embrace him. The months 
of worrying fi nally comes to an end.

“There are parents who have the courage to allow their children to serve and to en-
dure those hardships with the potential of their child being killed. There are also a lot 
of parents that don’t want their kid to have anything to do with it. I understand that, 
but how will we ever protect this great nation and the Constitution if people aren’t 
willing to allow their kids to serve in the military,” said Lieutenant Colonel Ben Gipe.  

“Being in the military has run in the family. My grandfather was a navy veteran and 
my dad was a part of the Kentucky Army National Guard. I served in the military for 
21 years and my brother John is in Washington, D.C. on active duty. My youngest son, 
Brian, was in the Kentucky Army National Guard with a special unit. He’s fought in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, but he’s off active duty now.”

When soldiers in the military, they will not only be risking their lives daily, but they 
are also away from their homes, friends, and families.

“I have two cousins in the military: Danny, who is in the Marines and currently 
deployed in Afghanistan, and Shawn, who was in the army and came back from being 
deployed a year ago,” said junior Caroline Wiseman. “It was really hard before Danny 
left. He came over a few days before he was being shipped out and spent a couple
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Military families strengthen bonds
With Veterans Day just around the corner, 
military families and friends share their 
experiences with saying goodbye to their loved 
ones as they fi ght for America


