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SENIOR CLASS PRESIDENT JOHN MELDRUM
Bagpiper: Do you fi nd inspiration in the presi-
dential election? 

John Meldrum: “I’m trying to lead my class 
just as if I was President of the United States. 
What’s best for my student body? What do I 
need to do to have the satisfaction and ap-
proval rating of the entire class of 2013?”

BP: What traits of your personality  suit your 
leadership role?

JM: “I think a good att itude, leading by exam-
ple, and being vocal. Communication is pretty   
important.” 

BP: Why is it important to have a president for 
each class?

JM: “I feel like it is important to have a president for each class because that stu-
dent in that class can lead their class by example, doing the right things, and doing 
everything academically.”

Bagpiper: What do you consider good 
qualities of a leader?

Lucas Corley: “A leader must be out-
spoken, fi rm in their beliefs, but at the 
same time must be willing to listen to 
others.”

BP: Do you have any advice for other 
students wanting to help lead FC?

LC: “You don’t have to be a class offi  cer 
to be a leader. We need more leaders 
in the locker rooms, in the classrooms, 
and in the hallways as well.” 

BP: What have you learned from the 
experience so far?
LC: “I have learned that there is a lot more work that goes into making things 
happen than meets the eye. Planning and preparation is everything.”

cause, trustworthy, listens to others who are involved, and is a team player.”  
Freshman counselor Amber Freeman, new to FC this year, is also head of the stu-

dent mentor program. The program involves juniors and seniors helping freshmen to 
succeed at high school. Freeman holds a lot of trust and responsi-
bility in the mentors.

“They need to be role models for the school. It is important for 
the mentors to take the initiative.”

Freeman has a word of advice for all of the students.
“I want to encourage all the students to take a leadership role at 

some point. You need to understand how to work with people, be 
organized, and delegate responsibilities,” Freeman said.  

Just like the student mentor leaders, there are other student 
leaders at FC. These students experience fi rst-hand what it takes to 
be successful in their positions.

Senior Adaline Heitz is one of the student mentors. She is also 
on the speech and debate team, a member of the student council, a 
member of the philanthropy council, and the president of National 
Honor Society.

“I like the responsibility of being a leader because it gives me the 
opportunity to take a more active role in making a difference in 
my school and community.”

Being involved in extracurricular activities from a very young 
age, Heitz has come to realize leadership is needed in every situation in order for 
things to run smoothly.

“Leadership is an important part of our school’s success because it essentially ena-
bles the school to take necessary action to become successful. Leadership provides 
the structure that is essential to the utilization of resources and gives students and 

organizations a common point around which to rally,”  said  Heitz. 
Junior Ryan Plunkett has been involved in the school  commu-

nity since fourth grade when he joined student council.  He cur-
rently is class president for the junior class, a member of student 
council and the pep rally committee, and a member of the Dance 
Marathon planning committee. Outside of school, he is president 
of Miles for Merry Miracles and is involved in his church youth 
board.

Plunkett is very involved because he fi nds leadership as a neces-
sity.  

“The point of leadership boils down to being able to direct and 
help other people.”

Plunkett also encourages others to step up to the plate and be-
come involved in the school and community.

“People often connect leadership with politics alone, but really 
anyone can be a leader. If you see something wrong, it’s only right 
to take charge.”
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I like the respon-
sibility  of being a 
leader because it 
gives me the op-
portunity  to take a 
more active role in 
making a diff erence 
in my school and 
community .
Adaline Heitz
Senior

For additional Bagpiper Q&A’s and more information about the 
leaders featured in this issue, make sure to visit us at fchsbagpiper.
wordpress.com.
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SENIOR CLASS VICE PRESIDENT LUCAS CORLEY


