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last four years, and one of the issues that will affect young voters in the 
future is the cost of college.

Rowe said, “It may help now, but in 10 to 15 years it’s (college tuition)
going to be harder on all of us.”

Clunie said there needs to be someone who can compromise with both 
the Republicans and Democrats. 

Thomas said people need to look at the candidates’ past performance.
He said, “One thing that Romney has going for him is that he has a lot 

of experience in business.”
Jones and Thomas left after this question due to band practice. 
Where do you see America heading in the next four years with each 

candidate?
Rollings said he believes Romney will work well with others and 

Obama will just produce a stalemate.
Broady said whoever gets elected will have to work with both parties. 
“We need someone who can cross both party lines; we need someone 

who is more neutral,” said Broady.
Henry agreed with Broady and said we need to fi nd someone neutral. 
Clark said whoever the next president will face a challenge. 
He said, “Regardless of which candidate wins it’s going to be a struggle 

in the next four years.” 
Clunie said if Obama stays then he will continue with taxes, but with 

Romney, he will make tax cuts and stop recent health care legislation. 
How do social issues such as abortion and gay marriage factor into 

your choice for president?
Henry said she thinks social issues are most important to young voters 

because the candidates can relate to the young voters. 
“If a person feels strongly about a policy someone is putting forward, 

even if they agree with them economically, if they do not agree with their 
moral policies, then that is going to make it hard for that person to agree 
to vote for them. Even if they think they have good plans,” said Clark.

Uhl said social issues will not change if one candidate thinks a certain 
way and another does not. 

She said, “I agree with that, but at the same time I think we learned 
back with prohibition that you can’t legislate morality.”

Clunie said there will be hardly any major impacts on social issues.

He said, “I think Americans tend to put too much emphasis at the 
federal level on social issues.”

Broady said people will vote based on what a candidate says on these 
certain issues.

“We can look back on what Obama has done and say it doesn’t look 
like a lot, but we don’t know what will happen in the next four years,” 
said Rowe. 

How do you think the economy will be aff ected according to each 
candidate?

Rollings said Romney will focus more on small business if voted into 
offi ce, but if Obama stays, the economy will be a “rough ride.”

“The economy would dramatically improve if Romney were elected 
because the policies on small businesses are more favorable, because as 
you get more people back to work then there is more income of taxes to 
the government which relieves the federal defi cit situation,” said Rollings.

However, Henry said four years is not enough time to make any major 
impacts on the nation while in offi ce, and she therefore supports Obama.

Broady agreed with Henry, and said it takes more than four years to do 
anything big.

How do you think the polls are aff ecting the election? 
“I think in order to get Obama back in offi ce, it’s going to take every 

single Democrat to vote,” said Henry.
Clark said the polls fl uctuate all the time.
He said, “It fl uctuates so wild--like after each convention each candidate 

saw a boost... Every time there is something signifi cant that happens it 
changes because people get motivated or unmotivated to act.”

Clunie agreed and said the polls are like a microwave, going up and 
then going down.

Broady said polls indicating undecided voters worries her. 
“It always surprises me when they show a room of undecided voters, 

[I mean] what have they lived under a rock for the past three years?” said 
Broady.

Teachers and students alike are extremely interested in politics and how 
it will affect the future. Much of what will take place within the com-
ing years will rest on the shoulders of the next president of the United 
States.  
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