
With leaps and twirls, sophomore Lilly Payne glides across the stage with an elegance 
only a dancer could posses. Lilly has been a dedicated dancer with a passion for 
ballet since she was two years old. Her mother was a dance teacher in Corydon, 

which compelled her to take up the hobby.
Today Lilly takes ballet classes but besides taking ballet, she also takes jazz and modern 

dance classes. Of those three, she enjoys ballet the most.  
“As a whole, I love the ability it gives you to express yourself. It’s as much mental focus as it 

is physical focus,” said Lilly.
 Although there are a lot of aspects of dance Lilly enjoys, there are some things she does not 

particularly care for.
“You would think that you do a lot of stuff in class, but you also have to do a lot out of 

class, such as stretching.” 
Payne’s sister, freshman Emma Payne, has been by her side the whole time, but did not 

realize that her sister was serious about dancing.
“I knew she liked it, but it wasn’t until last year that she became really serious about it,” said 

Emma.
Lilly started going to the Louisville Academy of Dance last fall. Lilly’s instructor and director 

of Louisville Academy of Dance, Kristen Wenrick, said Lilly works really hard to achieve her 
goals.

“She has a really good work ethic. She always gives 110 percent when she comes here,” said 
Wenrick.

 This is not the fi rst time Wenrick has been Lilly’s teacher. Wenrick was Lilly’s dance 
teacher when Lilly was around ten or 11 years old.

 “Even when Lilly was at that age, she had a certain drive in her. I could tell she really liked 
it,” said Wenrick.

 Although Lilly loves to dance, there are obstacles that she has to face every day and ones 
that she has to overcome.

 “Right now, they want young dancers. Also, the standards to become a dancer are so high. 
Everything is so competitive,” said Lilly.

Even though the competition is stiff, Emma said she believes her sister will go professional 
one day and go into a ballet company.

 “I think her dancing is a good thing. She’s doing what she loves to do,” said Emma.
 Although Wenrick agreed with Emma, she said there are fewer and fewer ballet companies 

left.
“Since there are fewer companies, the companies will have a certain number of ballet danc-

ers in their company. Due to this, they might only have one or two openings for new dancers,” 
said Wenrick.   

Associated with almost everything in life are stereotypes, which are hard to get away from. 
Lilly said there are stereotypes about dancers as well.

“There’s this stereotype that people think dancers are snooty and stuck up. They also think 
that we don’t eat a lot and that we’re anorexic. But really, all these claims are false.” 

While Lilly’s passion is dancing, this is not the only thing she is interested in. Currently Lil-
ly is taking Journalism I and she is thinking about pursuing this fi eld outside of the classroom.

“I think when I go to college I want to major in dance and possibly double major in public 
relations,” said Lilly.

Whether or not one has a passion for dancing, Lilly believes and sticks to one thought:
“Everyone should dance. You don’t have to go professional, but it’s so fun.”
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I started dancing 
pointe when I 
was 11.  There’s 
defi nitely pros and 
cons, but for me 
the pros outweigh 
the cons.

DESTINED TO DANCEDESTINED TO DANCE

Ashley Vance/ Bagpiper  


