
A large portion of these 100 people are the elementary school 
students involved in the play, which Steiner said he enjoys hav-
ing as part of the production. 

“I especially love seeing the younger kids being bitten by the 
theater bug. It’s fun to be able to give them that experience,” 
said Steiner.

Pryor said she feels she has a lot of responsibility with the 
younger kids around.

“They want to be like us when they grow up, so 
knowing that is kind of scary… it really makes 
me want to perform the best I 
can,” she said.

Despite the large 
size, Steiner said 
he tried to keep the 
production of the 
show as effi cient as 
possible. “There’s always 
a certain amount of chaos 
involved in larger shows, but we 
try to keep it as organized as possible,” 
Steiner said.

Along with this large size comes intricate set 
pieces, which, according senior Jared Willis, the stage 
manager, provide a detailed visual of River City and the 
early-1900’s era that the play is set in.

These pieces also required a lot of work and attentive-
ness, said Willis.

“We’ve focused a lot on the train for the train scene 
at the beginning. It’s just a very large set piece that also 
happens to move.”

 Junior Kate Goodman, the assistant stage manager, 
said that another big challenge in the creation of the 
sets is that all the set pieces had to be made of wood 
instead of Styrofoam, which is how many pieces were 
made in previous theater productions. Goodman said this is because the fi re marshal 
has banned the use of Styrofoam on sets due to  it has causing accidents previously at 
other school. 

Despite this drawback, Goodman is confi dent in the beauty of the set pieces and 
how they convey to the audience. 

“It’s a family production, so the whole family can come see it and appreciate all the 
different aspects of art,” said Goodman.

Steiner said that he believes these set pieces are incredibly important to the overall 
quality of the show.

“The main thing we’re going for is the performance, but without good scenery, the 
actors don’t have much to fall back on. It’s a support to help them tell their story.”

Steiner said overall he thoroughly enjoys directing this play and all the fun that 
comes with it.

“It’s fun to take something that’s a family favorite and put it on stage and just have 
fun with it.”

Willis said he felt similarly, noting that he thinks “The Music Man” is “a really 

great show with a lot of upbeat music and a good message to be shown. It’s a very 
family-oriented play, and a lot of people will like it.”

“The Music Man,” which premieres tonight, is also being performed on Nov. 3, 9, 
and 10 at 7:30 p.m. and on Nov. 4 and 11 at 2 p.m.
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SENIOR KATHRYN PRYOR sings during rehearsal, playing the role of Eulalie Shinn. “She’s 
absolutely crazy, and I’m absolutely crazy, so I can channel my craziness and her crazi-
ness, and channel that together.  I guess you get the ultimate loudmouth,” said Pryor. 
Pryor, along with the rest of the cast, will be performing “The Music Man” for the fi rst time 
tonight.

Keevin Sakai/ Bagpiper  

For a review of “The Music Man” aft er its opening night perform-
ance tonight, visit  fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.
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