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It is often said the only place hard work comes 
before success is in the dictionary; few people 
know this better than junior Trevor Smith, who 
plays basketball on the boys’ varsity team.

Smith has been playing as long as he can re-
member, but his fi rst time on a team was in the 
fourth grade. His father was an infl uence on his 
decision to play.

“My dad liked to play basketball so I’d go and 
play with him and I thought it was fun,” said 
Smith.

What separates Smith from being just a play-
er, however, is a combination of natural talent, 
hard work, and support from those close to him.

“He’s successful because of God-given talent 
and his dedication,” said David Smith, Trevor’s 
father.

Junior Grant Reynolds, a friend of Smith, 
agrees.

“He puts effort in what he does and it has paid 
off,” said Reynolds.

Reynolds thinks Smith is very determined.
 “He works really hard and he has strength,” 

said Reynolds.
Much of Smith’s success comes from his mo-

tivation.
“There’s a lot of times when I want to come 

home and relax, but I’ve put a lot of hard work 
into it and I want to stick with it,” said Smith.

Smith is supported by his parents, who come 
to his games and offer help both on and off the 
court.

“I go to as many games as possible and I’m 

there for advice when he needs it,” said Mr. 
Smith.

“My parents are my biggest support. They try 
to make it to all my games and are always there 
for me,” said Smith.

Smith’s hard work extends past the court, 
though. He plans to attend college and puts ef-
fort in school to make sure he gets there.

“My goal is to get all A’s in school. If I don’t 
get an athletic scholarship to a college I’d like to 
get an academic one,” said Smith. “I have to use 
my time really wisely. I try to do homework as 
soon as I can after school and practice and then 
I get to relax the rest of the night.”

Despite these challenges, Smith retains a posi-
tive attitude around those who know him.

“He is a good infl uence on the people that 

know him,” said Reynolds.
Senior Drew Hussung, a teammate of Smith’s, 

supports this.
“Trevor’s a really nice guy. He never gets an-

gry and always supports the team,” said Hussung.
Boys’ basketball coach and math teacher Ran-

dy Gianfagna said Smith is capable of leading the 
team in a positive direction.

“He’ll have a bigger role on the team this year. 
He’s motivated to get better.”

Smith’s goal for this year’s season is to prove 
the critics wrong.

“A lot of people think we won’t have a suc-
cessful season but I think we’ll do fi ne. I want 
to have fun and win as many games as possible,” 
said Smith.
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JUNIOR TREVOR SMITH blocks a dunk from a varsity  Jeff ersonville player Darryl 
Baker during the varsity  game on Jan. 13 last season.
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