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Basketball team  
prepares for season

Going into another season of Lady Highlander basketball the team looks to 
improve on many different things.  

The determined group wants to make their season outcome the best they 
can. With only two seniors on the squad, some key juniors will need to step 
up and be team leaders.

“Since the beginning of sophomore year, coach [Kirk Hamsley] has looked to 
me to lead and encourage the team,” said junior Brooke Hinton.

The young players on the squad will also look to the only two seniors for 
leadership as well.

“As seniors, Niki [Bruno] and I are expected to be great examples and strong 
leaders,” said senior Tori Kingsley.

Underclassmen will need to use what they have learned and step up their 
game to help the squad compete this year. 

“Honestly, I see all of [the underclassmen] stepping up. They all have the 
potential to do it,” said junior Allie Rush. 

Coach Kirk Hamsley enters his second year of coaching the Higlanders. 
“Since it is [Hamsley’s] second year as coach, the girls will be more comfort-

able with his offensive and defensive sets,” said athletic director Jeff Cerqueira.
Hamsley wants them to be comfortable with the sets, but uncomfortable at 

practice so they can perform when the pressure is on. 
“My job is to make them uncomfortable because in games they will be un-

comfortable, and they will have to learn how to compete,” said Hamsley
The Lady Highlanders are encouraging as many fans as possible at their 

games, and the athletic department is once again planning promotions to en-
courage attendance. Cerqueira plans on continuing the shooting contests, do-
ing themes, and getting more Friday and Saturday night games for the team to 
draw in more fans, which players say has a positive impact.  

“The fans motivate us to play harder,” said Kingsley.
The Lady Highlanders have worked hard to improve in the off-season. So-

phomore Clara Shean said they did a lot of conditioning to improve their speed, 
strength, and endurance.

“Conditioning is tough, but if it wasn’t tough we wouldn’t improve as much,” 
said freshman Maddie Probus. 

Team members say improving shooting or passing is only part of the plan for 
the year. The Lady Highlanders are also working on communication as a squad 
and bonding together. 

“We need to come together as a team and get to know our strengths and 
weaknesses better,” said sophomore Olivia Hudson. 

 With most of the key players coming back and a lot of young talent, the 
Lady Highlanders believe that they have all the tools to earn success this season. 

“Our number one goal is to win a sectional championship,” said Bruno.
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