
As the fall concerts approach, choir students’ voices 
blend together in harmony as they use their vocal chords 
as instruments. The vocalists sing everything from 
Beethoven to folk songs as they prepare for their perfor-
mances, including last night’s.

The choral program consists of the a cappella choir, 
the men’s and women’s choirs, and the chamber singers. 
This year, there is a new addition: a women’s ensemble, 
which consists of a small number of female singers. Se-
nior Regan Platt, a member of this new group, described 
it as “a smaller, more compact group of women.” 

“It’s cool being in women’s ensemble because it’s like 
being in chamber singers, but without guys... We are all 
close,” said junior Emily Neuhauser.

While the women’s ensemble is off to a successful 
start, the chamber singers have been presented with a 
challenge because of a decrease in male singers. 

“Last year, there was a great group. Now, there is a 
very high ratio of females to males,” said senior Jesse 
Renn.

The women’s choir, which is now working on music 
reading skills, is also showing plenty of promise this 
year. 

Junior Allie Moburg, a fi rst time singer in the women’s 
choir, said choir has been a benefi cial experience for her.

“I think my favorite part is having a class that focuses 
on more artistic, performance related learning, rather 
than sitting in a classroom, listening to a teacher talk,” 
said Moburg.

As for the a cappella choir, Renn said the choir is dis-
playing plenty of skill this year, and aims to make it to 
state fi nals. 

“I feel our talent is stronger this year, because the soph-
omores that have come in are quite good,” said Renn.

It has been two years since a cappella has made it to 
state, and Platt mentioned that this year’s choir has “a 
lot of incentive to push forward.” Though choir comes 
with challenges, Platt said she enjoys singing, and being 
involved with the choral program has helped her as a 

musician.
“It’s taught me a lot about understanding music in a 

different way than I learned in band. I’ve grown more 
confi dent my musical and performance abilities,” she 
said. 

In addition to making students better musicians, choir 
is also a way to connect with each other.

“My favorite part about being in a cappella is the in-
ner choir companionship and the new people you meet,” 
said sophomore Brett Yeaton.

The choirs are also working on music for their upcom-
ing fall concert. Choral director Angela Hampton said 
each group is working on music from around the world. 

The men’s choir is singing a song from Israel, the 
women’s choir a song from Korea, and the a cappella 

songs from Samoa and the Caribbean. Meanwhile, the 
chamber singers are preparing songs for the Madrigal 
Dinner and Winter Fantasia.

The fi rst concert, which was last night, featured the a 
cappella choir and the bronze ringers. 

Despite the large number of groups to direct, Hamp-
ton said she feels optimistic about the new year.

“All the groups seem very motivated, and they seem 
eager to get better every day,” said Hampton.

Choir prepares for prosperous year

MORE ONLINONLINEE
For a video of interviews with students before and aft er 
the fi rst choir concert this year, visit 
fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.

The program’s multiple choirs have begun preparing for their upcoming concerts, 
and all remain ambitious about achieving their goals for this year

Brooke McAfee
Staff  Reporter

[24 A&E

SOPHOMORE BRETT YEATON, ALEC HEITZ, AND ISAAC NASEEM sing during practice for the a capella choir. “I feel our talent is 
stronger this year, because the sophomores that have come in are quite good,” said senior Jesse Renn.
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