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Sonia Kashuk Proudly Pink 
brush set, $15.99 at Target 
stores

Strawberry Fields Tic Tacs, 
$0.99 at Target stores 

Ampad Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Project Planner, $7.96 at 
Sam’s Club

Bett er Homes and Gardens 
New Cookbook: Plaid Pink, 
$18.96 at amazon.com

Careband Breast Cancer 
Bandages, $11.95 at pink-
ribbonshop.com

Sharpie Highlighters pack 
of 12, $9.48 at    Offi  ce 
Supply

EVERYDAY ITEMS SUPPORT THE CURE
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Kroger Breast Cancer Water 
Bott les, $2.98 at Kroger stores

For many, cancer is just a disease, a remembered story or a statis-
tic, but nothing more than a second thought.  But for many others, 
cancer is a daily struggle that affects its patients and their loved ones 
long after the procedures are done.

According to breastcancer.org, about one in eight U.S. women will 
develop breast cancer over the course of her life-
time, an experience junior Sloane Lewis is familiar 
with. In June 2010, Sloane’s mom, Karen, was 
diagnosed with breast cancer.

“At fi rst I was like ‘Okay, my mom has cancer.’  
I don’t think it hit me until the next week,” said 
Sloane, “I didn’t know the impact it could make 
on a family.”

After being diagnosed with invasive breast 
cancer, Karen began the long journey of cancer 
removal and recovery.

“The treatment you have to go through is very 
diffi cult, but you can get through it one day at a 
time,” said Karen. “[The hardest part was] not be-
ing in control, and not knowing what was going 
to happen next.”

 There were many obstacles the family had to overcome, but they 
were able to get through it with the support of their friends, family, 
and their faith.

 “God gave me the strength to make it through. It would have been 
diffi cult if it wasn’t for my faith,” said Karen.
    Having cancer is a devastating experience, but Sloane learned from 
her mom the best way to overcome it is to keep your head held high.

“It does change a lot of things about you, but it’s not all bad. 
Depending on how you view it, you could either look at the bad side 
or you could look on the positive side. I think what got my mom 
through was her looking on the positive side,” said Sloane.

Cancer has the ability to reach anyone, and can leave a lasting ef-
fect, good or bad.  In some cases, cancer can lead people to take great 
actions.
 “I always knew I wanted to be a nurse,” said Tracy Wortham, an 
oncology certifi ed nurse, “I’ve had several people in my family have 
cancer, and that also drew me in to oncology.”

Part of Wortham’s job as a nurse specializing in cancer is giving 
patients chemo, educating them on treatments, as well as providing 
emotional support.

“The patients really give me more than I give them,” said Wortham. 
“Sometimes it’s heart breaking, but other times it’s 
exciting to see patients move on.  I wouldn’t want to 
do any other job.”

Along with support from doctors and nurses, can-
cer patients fi nd hope in their friends and those who 
have already overcome the challenges.  Karen joined 
a support group with some of her close friends, and 
now along with the rest of her family, walks in the 
Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure, giving hope to 
other patients and their families.

There are many things that can be done to help.  
From participating in the Susan G. Komen walk or 
buying products that benefi t breast cancer research, 
supporting the cause has a great impact in generating 
funds for research and warning about recognizing 

the signs.  
“It’s important to raise cancer awareness, because the earlier you 

detect cancer, the sooner you can treat it, the better chance people 
have,” said Wortham, who adds that awareness rates have helped 
early cancer detection.

Along with raising awareness and research funds, being there for 
someone emotionally is a major contribution in the lives of cancer 
patients.

“If there’s someone with cancer, keep a positive attitude and keep 
your faith,” said Sloane. “It does take time, but it will get better.  It’s 
not over yet.”
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At fi rst I was like 
‘Okay my mom has 
breast cancer”.  I 
don’t think it hit 
me until the next 
week.  I didn’t know 
the impact it could 
make on a family

Sloane Lewis
Junior

  Fighting for a greater cause
Those who have been aff ected by breast cancer come together to 
share their stories to spread awareness and fi ght for the cure

SENIOR STEPHEN SCHRAFFENBERGER goes aft er the ball during the Aug. 
13 boys’ varsity  soccer game against New Albany.  Both teams sported 
pink jerseys that night in support of breast cancer awareness.

Noble Guyon/ Bagpiper  

FC ALUMNI KELSEY SMITH AND KATELIN KAISER AND JUNIOR BROOKE 
HINTON run onto the court through a pink ribbon banner during the 
varsity  basketball game supporting breast cancer awareness. 

Lauren McNeeley/ Bartizan  

ATHLETES PLAY FOR THE CAUSE


