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ber will affect many lives in America, 
even everyone in Floyd County.

“A lot of their [the students] future de-
pends on who’s elected,” said Floyd County 
Democratic Party Chairman John Wilcox.

Junior Danya Sandoval said the future 
depends on who is elected and their poli-
cies for the country. These policies will 
either be from the Democratic or Repub-
lican party, depending on who the next 
executive leader is.

“It [the policies] could impact us [the 
students] because it could split us up as a 
generation,” said Sandoval.

The separate candidates provide differ-
ent solutions to the problems in the Unit-
ed States. Moss said there are different 
choices out there and the students should 
understand what those differences are.

“I think students should look at what 
each candidate offers,” she said.

Even for teenagers who cannot vote yet, 
social studies teacher Lewie Stevens said 
it is very important that students are in-
formed about the election.

“[Being involved] sets a pattern for the 
rest of their lives,” said Stevens.

This election forces many people to re-
ally look at which path the country should 
be in, said Indiana Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction Tony Bennett, a Republican. 

“The election has enormous conse-
quences to those who have most of their 

life ahead of them,” added Indiana Repub-
lican gubernatorial candidate Mike Pence.

Many students at FC are underage and 
cannot vote in the upcoming election, but 
although it may not matter now, one day 
students’ votes will count for the future of 
the nation.

“You’re [students] going to be the ones 
at the age of 18 to make the decision on 
who’s going to  lead our nation,” said Floyd 
County Republican Party Chairman Dave 
Matthews.

There are multiple ways in which stu-
dents can become involved in elections 
even if they are underage to vote. Wert 
said students in high school can volunteer 
by answering phones or stuffi ng enve-
lopes.

Candidates said studying the election 
process can help, too. 

“All students should learn about issues 
and candidates,” said former Speaker of 
Indiana House of Representatives John 
Gregg, who is the Democratic gubernato-
rial candidate.

Some students may be more interested 
in politics more than others. People are 
tired of the fi ghting and negative cam-
paigning, said Matthews.

“Even if they [the candidate] win votes 
it doesn’t always convince people to be in-
volved,” said Matthews.

The negative relationship between gov-

ernment and the people within the nation 
may have an infl uence on voting. 

“I think it’s easy for people to defer that 
[voting] responsibility,” said Moss.

Some students take it upon themselves 
to fi nd out information on the candidates 
and the government, said Wilcox. Parents 
of a student may also affect their opinion 
on who to choose in an election.

“Some students parents are involved 
and interested in [politics], other students’ 
parents are not,” said Wilcox.

Heitz said her parents instilled a sense 
of political responsibility in her from a 
young age. This sense of responsibility has 
carried over into her political views now 
that she can exercise the right to vote. 

“Everything that happens politically is 
going to impact your lives in the future,” 
said Matthews.

Gregg explained the election can affect 
the cost for college and job opportunities. 

Pence agreed. “I encourage all students 
to be educated about who the country’s 
next leaders will be. Their actions will im-
pact your future.”

Every citizen in America may vote in 
the upcoming election, but only around 
20 to 25 percent of Americans do, said 
Matthews. 

“[The] best thing that could happen to 
government is to build on a new genera-
tion,” said Bennett.

Who will win the 
2012 Presidential 

election?  

Taylor Tuxworth
Sophomore 

“Romney, 
because I think 
he can help with 
our economy 
problems right 
now.”

John Thwing
Freshman

“I really don’t 
know, because 
Romney seems 
like he’s got the 
people hooked 
a litt le, but so 
does Obama.”

Austin Adam
Senior

“I think Obama 
will win because 
he has the 
bett er plan to 
move our nation 
forward.” 


