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As next month’s presidential election 
draws near, Floyd County citizens will 
begin to look more carefully at the candi-
dates for president.  Whoever steps in as 
the new head of the country will not only 
impact the national government, but the 
local government as well.

“We could be headed for a corporate 
government, or we could stay the course 
for a democratic government,” said candi-
date for Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion Glenda Ritz, a Democrat.

A corporate government is when corpo-
rate interests control an economic and po-

litical system. Social studies teacher Suzie 
Moss said she thinks enormous changes 
will occur from the election.

“In one direction or another, leaders 
will have to confront the war in Afghani-
stan, the recession, the defi cit, and soaring 
health care costs,” said Moss.

Education will also be a major issue 
discussed in the upcoming election. There 
are many views on how to handle educa-
tion, and they are expressed by the differ-
ent parties, said Indiana University South-
east associate professor of political science 
Joseph Wert. 

Republicans and Democrats will take 
different approaches to educational policy 

at the federal level, said Wert.
“[Democrats] are more willing to keep 

the federal government involved [in edu-
cation],” said Wert.

A new president could mean new poli-
cies and new changes in Indiana’s educa-
tion system. However, education is not 
the only issue involved with the presiden-
tial election.

“Really, the big one [issue], though, is 
what each side presents in terms of defi cit 
reduction. I think there is a very clear di-
vide there. Probably, the most important 
thing, more important to that, is the role 
of government,” said Moss.

Information on politics and the govern-

ment may be found online, on television 
shows, in books, or  on the radio. Moss 
said voters should keep up on the news, 
but should not watch the “talking head,” or 
opinion shows only, because those shows 
just tell the viewer what the radicals of 
each party think.

“Go to the source, read a transcript of 
Mitt Romney, watch him on YouTube 
[and] what he says, not what someone 
said he said,” said Moss.

Moss said another thing needed to stop 
is “horse race politics.” This is when the 
news only reports numbers and who is 
ahead of who in the polls.

“They’ll [the news] spend 10 minutes 
talking about numbers and this and that 
and who’s ahead,” she said.

Adults and students want to learn and 
choose the best candidate. Senior Adaline 
Heitz said it is important for the candi-
dates to address economic problems in 
America, foreign policy, and ethical issues 
such as abortion and gay marriage.

“My parents have always been very po-
litically active, and I think that’s defi nitely 
encouraged me to be involved as well,” 
said Heitz.
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