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At approximately 12:15 a.m. on July 16, Trish Schuerman, 
mother of FC graduate Joel Van Bree, got a knock on the door. As 
she opened it, two men in uniform introduced themselves as the 
Indiana State Police and proceeded to tell her, as she took a seat, 
that her son was involved in a car wreck off Whiskey Run Road; 
he did not make it.

Joel was born last into a family of three kids, and even at a young 
age he was known for his risk taking personality that led to fre-
quent injuries.

“He was like the daredevil of the family, so he always pushed 
limits. He always had something that was broken, needed stitches, 
or had a concussion; he just did the craziest stuff,” said Schuerman. 

Along with the risk taking side of Joel he also, at a young age, 
started to show interest in sports.

“He tried sports, but he wasn’t really coordinated. It took him 
awhile to grow into his body because he was really long and lanky 
so he was really clumsy and not good. The most sports he played in 
junior high were volleyball, and maybe one year of basketball,” said 
Joel’s older sister, Erika Van Bree.

As Joel got older, his love for sports was not the only thing that 
he enjoyed. Many days Joel was seen hanging around the house 
and participating in family bonding time.

“Him and Matthew were always ‘the boys,’ so they kind of did 
everything together, even though they were total opposites. It 
was like a love/hate relationship, either they were going at each 
other or they were glued together. Considering they were only 18 
months apart, they were pretty close,” said Schuerman.

Along with being close to his older brother, Matthew, Joel shared 
a bond with each of his family members.

“His dad and I got a divorce when Joel was three, but we were 
both hands-on parents and loved doing things with our kids. Like 
when I got married to my second husband around eight years ago, 
I didn’t want to go on a honeymoon because my kids couldn’t go 
with us, so we went to Cedar Point and that was our honeymoon,” 
said Schuerman.

Although vacations were frequent, eating dinner together every 
night happened daily. Schuerman said family was important to 
them and that is why they put emphasis on spending time together.

Remembering

Whiskey Run Road goes through the coun-
ties of Harrison and Floyd. Its sharp turns and 
narrow lanes make the chance of wrecking  a 
greater possibility.

In the past few months, this road has 
claimed the lives of two well-known teens in 
the community. FC graduate Joel Van Bree 
was killed in a car wreck on July 15 at around 
10 p.m. after missing a turn and hitting a 
tree. After the impact, the car began to fl ip 

and skid, partially ejecting Van Bree from the 
car. He was not wearing a seat belt.

“We just didn’t get it; it’s not something 
that your mind just grasps and I even said, 
‘Are you sure, because he just got a new car,’ 
and they said, ‘Yeah we found his license. We 
are sure.’ After that I just couldn’t fi nd any oth-
er way to convince them that it wasn’t him; 
it was just a shock,” said Van Bree’s mother, 
Trish Schuerman.

According to WAVE3 news on Aug. 21, 
David Austin, a senior at North Harrison High 
School, was killed in a car crash after the car 
ran off the road and fl ipped just before 4 p.m.  
He suffered from blunt force trauma to the 
head. Senior Ethan Rauchmiller, the driver, 
was airlifted to University Hospital; he suf-
fered from a couple fractured vertebrae, but 
came out of the accident alive.

Both families are trying to learn how to 
cope with their loss, although it is always go-
ing to be hard learning to live without a fam-
ily member.

“It’s just diffi cult getting up everyday and 
thinking it was just a bad dream but then re-
alizing, no it’s real. It’s one of those things 
where as soon as I wake up I just want to go 
back to sleep, because I just want the day to 
be over with,” said Schuerman.
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