
Freshman Josh Poynter sits down and turns on his PC laptop to begin a new project. 
He opens up a software called FLStudio10 and listens to different sounds in numerous 
pitches until he is satisfi ed with the outcome. These are Poynter’s fi rst steps in creating 
his own dubstep music.

This past summer is when Poynter started to seriously produce dubstep music, al-
though music was a hobby long before then. He plays the piano, sings in choir, and 
beat-boxes. Now he would rather create dubstep music.

 “I enjoy dubstep much more than beat-boxing,” said Poynter.
His reasoning for his new hobby is simply because of his love of music.
There are many reasons Poynter likes creating songs, and the art of composing itself 

is one of the reasons.
“It’s experimentation. It’s just fun,” said Poynter. “Some think computer music is just 

a big red button that you have to press and it’s not that at all.”
It takes him about three to four hours to create a song, although one of his favorite 

songs, “December,” took him almost seven hours to make.
 Another key factor that he uses in making songs is his knowledge and experience 

in music.
“You need a good understanding of [music],” he said.
Money is one barrier that makes creating his music diffi cult. Poynter’s software costs 

$200, and some of his synthesizers cost the same amount.  A synthesizer is an electron-
ic instrument that combines simple sounds to make complex ones, and is an important 
tool in Poynter’s hobby.

 “Some things can get very expensive, but if you research you can get things for pretty 

cheap,” said Poynter.
The expense will not be slowing him down, though. Poynter evens plans on pursuing 

music production as a career one day.  For now, he creates his own CDs to sell and share 
with those who like his music. Poynter’s sold all of the copies he had of his fi rst CD. His 
next CD will be ready to sell in about four weeks or more and will contain 15 tracks.

Poynter also enters multiple re-mix contests. Rewards varies from contest to contest, 
and one particular contest’s reward was one thousand dollars. 

Recently, Poynter’s talent came to good use in his men’s choir class. A folk song the 
choir is singing called “Drunken Sailor” includes improvisation and can be sung many 
different ways.  

Choir director Angela Hampton assigned the choir to make their own arrangements 
of the song and bring it into class.

“It’s an old song and he’s made it really current,” she said.
Poynter’s modern version was a class favorite and is used when they practice that 

piece of music.
Since Poynter is a freshman, Hampton has only known him for a few weeks, but she 

can tell that music is part of his daily life.
“I know he’s very into music…He is a very talented young man,” Hampton said. “He 

participates 100 percent.”
Poynter’s love and knowledge of music is not all he needs to create his music. He also 

uses inspiration.
“It’s usually based off a stupid idea,” Poynter said. “I’ll be listening to music and I’ll 

hear a part in the song…then I think of stuff I can do to organize it into my songs.”
With his new hobby, Poynter is opening his horizon to new opportunities in music.
“I want people to know that I’m not just a dubstepper. I’m trying to branch out to 

other genres.”
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