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“blue light.” All of the equipment used and the performers’ costumes glowed in the dark.   
After being in America for a few months, each of the students has already discovered overall 

likes and dislikes about the American culture. 
Morandi said she does not like how a car is needed to go everywhere. In Italy, teenagers do 

not earn their driver’s licenses until the age of 18, so Morandi cannot yet drive. Yet, she has also 
discovered something in America that she enjoys.

“I really like the big shops,” Morandi said. She added that the shops in Italy are much smaller 
compared to the ones here.

Frank is really enjoying the time he spends with his host family.
“I think I’m really lucky because I like my host family.” He added that he shares many common 

interests and hobbies with his host family, which makes the experience that much more enjoyable 
and fun.

Hartl is likes spending his free time with his host family. Just like Hartl’s biological family, his 
host family includes three kids, and Hartl likes to watch movies with them on the weekends. 

The fact that the lives of teenagers and young adults seem to revolve around school is not some-
thing Hartl is too crazy about.

 Flacksmeier has found nothing negative about the American culture, but she has been experi-
encing some homesickness.

 “It just comes with it, and it goes away.” One of the main things Flacksmeier misses from home 
is her mother’s home cooked meals. 

The main reason Flacksmeier is able to live in America comfortably is due to the kindness and 
caring she receives from her host family.

 Flacksmeier’s host mother, Jeannie Werner, decided to foster a foreign exchange student after 
her husband heard about the program.

 “He is just a very generous, giving person,” Werner said of her husband.
 Werner loves watching her 12-year-old daughter, Mary, and Flacksmeier interact together. She 

often fi nds them laughing to Nickelodeon television shows, having a great time. 
Overall, the foreign exchange students chose to explore and experience life as an American, 

which they are successfully doing. They are taking what they learned in the classroom to a whole 
new level. 

Hartl agrees that the chance is full of learning experiences and opportunities.
“I wanted to spread my horizon and spread my American culture. I wanted to learn how to be 

more independent and develop myself.”
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