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The same class every day. The same room. The same time. 
School can become pretty monotonous after a while. But for foreign exchange stu-

dents like sophomore Hannah Flacksmeier and juniors David Frank, Luis Hartl, and 
Camilla Morandi, this school year brings many changes and brand new experiences.

For Frank, who is from Germany, coming to FC has been a positive and benefi cial experience so far. 
“It’s amazing how different and alike different countries are,” said Frank. 
FC has also made an impression on Hartl, also from Germany. 
“Everybody is so open and friendly, and school spirit is impressive,” Hartl said.
However, Hartl does not prefer the teaching styles in America.
Hartl said the teachers here seem to rush through notes, and you have to study for yourself.
For Frank, school at FC is much easier for him than in Germany.
“All of the tests are multiple choice. They are all two-hour essay tests in Germany.”
 Just like most new students, Flacksmeier, a German foreign exchange student, was nervous before 

taking her fi rst test at FC. Yet, once the test was over, she knew she had nothing to worry about.
 “After the test, I was laughing because it was so easy,” Flacksmeier said. The tests at her school in Ger-

many are rarely ever multiple choice. 
FC is much larger than Frank’s German school, and in Germany the teachers come to the students as 

they wait in the rooms. Morandi and Flacksmeier also said at their schools the teachers change classrooms 
during the day, not the students.

 “I like it better here because I have in every class different people,” Frank said. He added that the differ-
ent people in each class help him as a foreign exchange student to meet even more students.

Besides the difference between the schools in various countries, the food preferences also contrast.
Morandi, who is from Italy, describes the type of food she eats in her home country as “lots of carbs.” 
Frank also shares the same opinion on some typical food here.  
“I think it’s not so healthy here because there are many fast food restaurants,” Frank said.
Anyone traveling to America will defi nitely fi nd many fast food restaurants, but that is not all that will 

be in abundance. The individual will probably hear people talking all about the upcoming and current 
football games. 

Morandi and Hartl both said they enjoy the high school football games, and Hartl usually attends them 
with his host family. 

As a member of the FC football team, Frank is experiencing this aspect of the American culture fi rst 
hand.

 “Not many Germans can say they played on a football team in America,” Frank said.
 He is surprised at how friendly his team members are towards him. Frank said they are always willing 

to teach and coach him if there is something he does not understand or know how to do.
 Frank said he was surprised because, “It’s just my fi rst year here and my last year here.” Even though 

Frank will not be on the team next year, his fellow team members still take him in as any other teammate.  
However, football is not the most popular sport in every country. Fútbol, known as soccer in America, 

is the highly rated and revered sport in Germany and Italy. 
“Everyone is watching soccer. Everyone,” Frank said of his home country.
This holds true in Italy, too.
“[Soccer] is the most popular sport in Italy. Almost every guy plays it,” Morandi said. 
 Thinking outside of the box, Flacksmeier’s school in Germany gives students an opportunity to partake 

in a unique extracurricular activity: the school circus. Flacksmeier has been in the school circus for two 
years now.

 “I can juggle,” Flacksmeier said. She said the theme for the last circus show she participated in was 

A world of opportunities


